
FAA relents, saysitgrounded 737 Max jets based on new data 



A workerwalkspastanavionicstmckpaiked nexttoa Boeing 737MAX8airplane being builtfor 
TUI Group at Boeing Co.'s Renton Assembly Plant Wednesday, March 13, 2019, in Renton, Wash. 

Associated Press 


ASUNCION (AP) — As 

country after country 
grounded Boeing's737Max 
jets after a deadly crash 
Sunday in Ethiopia, U.S. air 
safety regulators remained 
resolute in their refusal to 
do so — until Wednesday. 
"That's when the Federal 
Aviation Administration is¬ 
sued an emergency order 
keeping the planes on the 
tarmac. "The agency said 
what made the difference 
was new, enhanced sat¬ 
ellite tracking data and 
physical evidence on the 
ground that linked the Ethi¬ 
opian jet's movements to 
those of an Indonesian Lion 
Air flight that plunged into 
the Java Sea in October 
and killed 189people. 

"That evidence aligns the 
Ethiopian flight closer to 
Lion Air, what we know 
happened to Lion Air," said 
Daniel Elwell, acting FAA 
administrator. Officials at 


Lion Air have said sensors 
on their plane produced 
erroneous information on 
its la st fo u r flig hts, trig g e ring 
an automatic nose-down 
command that the pilots 
were unable to overcome 
on its final voyage. 

"The FAA was under intense 
pressure to ground the 
planes and resisted even 
after Canada on Wednes¬ 
day joined more than 40 
countries, including the Eu¬ 
ropean Union and China, 
in barring the Max from the 
air, leaving the U.S. almost 
alone. 

The agency, which pridesit- 
self on making data-driven 
decisions, had maintained 
there was nothing to show 
the Boeing jets were un¬ 
safe, and flig hts continued. 
But President Donald 
Trump, who announced 
the grounding, was briefed 
Wednesday on new de¬ 
velopments by Elwell and 


Transportation Secretary 
Elaine Chao, and they de¬ 
termined the planes should 


be grounded, the White 
House said. Trump spoke 
afterward with Boeing CEO 


Dennis Muilenberg and 
Boeing signed on. 

Continued on Rage 3 
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U.S, plans tests this year of long-banned types of missiles 



Resident Donald Trump speaks during a briefing on drug traf¬ 
ficking at the souther bonder in the Roosevelt Room of the White 
House, Wednesday, Match 13, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated ness 


By ROBERT BURNS 
AP National Security Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Pentagon plans to begin 
flight tests this year of two 
types of missiles that have 
been banned for more 
than 30 years by a treaty 
from which both the United 
States and Russia are ex¬ 
pected to withdraw in Au¬ 
gust, defense officiaIs said 
Wednesday. 

By moving forward with 
these missile projects, the 
Pentagon is not excluding 
the possibility that the In¬ 
termediate-Range Nuclear 
ForcesTreaty could still sur¬ 
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vive, although it likely will 
be terminated in August. 
At that point, Washington 
and Moscow would no lon¬ 
ger face legal constraints 
on deploying land-based 
cruise or ballistic missiles 
with ranges between 500 
and 5,500 kilometers (310 
to 3,410 miles). "The INF trea¬ 
ty has been in effect since 
1987. 

The INF treaty wasan arms 
control landmark in the fi¬ 
nal years of the Cold War, 
but it began unraveling 
several years ago when 
Washington accused Rus¬ 
sia of developing, testing 
and, more recently, de¬ 
ploying a cruise missile that 
U.S. offic ia Is say violates the 
treaty. Russia denies the 
violation and contends the 
U.S. accusation is a ploy to 
destroy the treaty. 
Intermediate-range weap- 
onsare regarded aspartic - 
ularlydestabilizing because 
of the short time they take 
to reach a target. 

When he announced on 
Feb. 1 that the U.S. would 
pull the plug on the INF 
treaty, President Donald 
Trump said his administra¬ 
tion would "move forward" 
with developing a military 
response to Russia's alleged 
violations. He was not spe¬ 
cific, but defense officials 
on Wednesday spelled out 
a plan for developing two 
non-INF compliant, non-nu¬ 
clear missiles. 

The officials, who spoke to 
a small group of reporters 
under Pentagon ground 
rulesthatdid not permit use 
of their names or titles, said 
one project is a low-flying 
cruise missile with a poten¬ 
tial range of about 1,000 
kilometers; the other would 


be a ballistic missile with a 
range of roughly 3,000 to 
4,000 kilometers. Neither 
would be nuclear armed, 
the offic ia Is sa id. 

The U.S. cruise missile is like¬ 
ly to be flight-tested in Au¬ 
gust, one official said, add¬ 
ing that it might be ready 
for deployment within 18 
months. The longer-range 
ballistic missile is expected 
to be tested in November, 
with deployment not likely 
for five years or more, the 
official said. If Russia and 
the U.S. were to reach 
a deal to rescue the INF 
treaty before August, these 
projects would not go for¬ 
ward. 

The cruise missile recalls a 
nuclear-armed U.S. weap¬ 
on that was deployed in 
Britain and several other 
European NATO countries 
in the 1980s, along with 
Pershing 2 ground-based 
ballistic missiles, in response 
to a buildup of Soviet SS-20 
missiles targeting Western 
Europe. With the signing of 
the INF treaty, those missiles 
were withdrawn and de¬ 
stroyed. 

The defense officials said 
U.S. allies in Europe and 
Asia have not yet been 
consulted about deploying 
either new missile on their 
territory. NATO is currently 
studying the implications 
of the demise of the INF 
treaty and possible military 
responses. 

One defense official said 
it was possible that the in¬ 
termediate-range ballistic 
missile could be deployed 
on Guam, a U.S. territo¬ 
ry, which would be close 
enough to Asia to pose a 
potential threat to China 
and Russia.□ 
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FAA RELENT5 
Continued from Front 

"At the end of the day, it is 
a decision that has the full 
support of the secretary, 
the president and the FAA 
asan agency,"Elwell said. 
While early satellite track¬ 
ing data showed similarities 
between the Ethiopian jet's 
flight path and Lion Air, El¬ 
well said the FAA was skep¬ 
tic a I of the low-resolution 
images. The data showed 
movements that weren't 
consistent with how air¬ 
planes fly, Elwell said. 

On Wednesday, global air 
traffic surveillance compa¬ 
ny Aireon, Boeing and the 
U.S. National Transportation 
Safety Board were able to 
enhance the initial data 
and make it more precise 
'to create a description of 
the flight that made it simi¬ 
lar enough to Lion Air," El¬ 
well said. 

He wouldn't detail the 
evidence found on the 
ground, saying the FAA is a 
party to the ongoing inves¬ 
tigation. 

The U.S. also grounded a 
larger version of the plane, 
the Max9. 

The Ethiopian plane's flight 
data and voice recorders 
were to be sent to France 
Wednesday night for anal¬ 
ysis, Elwell said. Some avia¬ 
tion experts have warned 
that finding answers in that 
crash, which killed 157 peo¬ 
ple, could take months. 
Airlines, mainly Southwest, 
American and United, 
should be able to swap out 
planes pretty quickly, and 
passengers shouldn't be 
terribly inconvenienced, 
said Paul Hudson, president 
of flyersrights.org, which 
represents passengers. The 
Max, he said, makes up 
only a small percentage of 
the U.S. passenger jet fleet, 


he said. 

"I think any disruptions will 
be very minor," he said. 
Sharon Bames, a passen¬ 
ger at Seattle-Tacoma In¬ 
ternational Airport, said she 
agreed with grounding the 
planes. "I think it was the 
right decision given that 
the rest of the world is do¬ 
ing the same thing, and it's 
a prcrdentthing to be doing 
until we know more about 
what's going on," she said. 
Michael Fortman, picking 
up wife at the Seattle air¬ 
port, wondered why the 
planes could pass all tests 
to be flying, yet they now 
have been grounded. 

"Did it really go through all 
the testing or not, or just 
stuff afterward that they're 
finding out about the 
plane?"Fortman asked. 
Boeing issued a statement 
saying it supported the 
FAA'sdecision even though 
it "continues to have full 
confidence" in the planes' 
safety. 

The company also said it 
had recommended the 
suspension of the Max fleet 
after consultations with the 
government. 

The groundings will have a 
far-reaching financial im¬ 
pact on Boeing, at least in 
the short term, said John 
Cox, a veteran pilot and 
CEO of Safety Operat¬ 
ing Systems. In addition to 
those that have already 
been grounded, there are 
more than 4,600 Boeing 
737 Max8 planeson back¬ 
log that are not yet deliv¬ 
ered to airlines. 'There are 
delivery dates that aren't 
being met, there's usage 
ofthe a ire raft that's not be¬ 
ing met, and all the supply 
chain things that Boeing so 
c a re fully c rafted," C ox sa id. 
Even so, Boeing will recov¬ 
er, because planes typi¬ 


cally fly for up to 40 years, 
and any needed fix will be 
made quickly, he said. 
Shares in Chicago-based 
Boeing ended up $1.73 
or about 0.5 percent, at 
$377.14 Wednesday after 
they lost more than 11 per¬ 
cent in the first two daysthis 
week. The stoc k is still up 17 
percentforthe year. 

The growing number of 
countries joining the ban 
put the FAA in a difficult 
position, said Peter Goelz, 
a former managing direc¬ 
tor of the N15B who is now 
an aviation consultant. He 
said the FAA, which certi¬ 
fied the 737 Max as airwor¬ 
thy and has been the lead 
regulatory body for the 
airplane.lt] 



Workers walk down stairs from a Boeing 737 MAX 8 airplane be¬ 
ing built for American Airlines at Boeing Co.'s Renton assembly 
plant; Wednesday, Match 13, 2019, in Renton, Wash. 

Associated ness 
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Senate confirms White House official Raolbrappealscouit 



In this Feb. 5, 2017 file photo, Neomi Rao, Resident Donald 
Hump's nominee fora seaton the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
appeals before the Senate J udiciary Committee for her confir¬ 
mation hearing, on Capitol hill in Washington. 

Associated Ftaess 


By MATTHEW DALY Associ¬ 
ated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Senate on Wednesday 
confirmed President Don¬ 


ald Trump's nominee to 
replace Brett Kavanaugh 
on a high-profile appeals 
court, despite concerns 
about her past writings on 


sexual assault. 

White House official Neomi 
Rao won confirmation to 
a seat on the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Cir¬ 
cuit on a straight party-line 
vote, 53-46. No Republi¬ 
can opposed Rao, and no 
Democrat supported her. 
Rao, 45, heads the White 
House Office of Informa¬ 
tion and Regulatory Af¬ 
fairs, where she plays a key 
role in Trump's efforts to roll 
backfederal rulesand reg¬ 
ulations She also worked in 
the George W. Bush White 
House but has never tried 
a case in state or federal 
court. 

Trump nominated Rao for 
the seat left vacant when 
Kavanaugh joined the Su¬ 
preme Court last faII. 
Lawmakers from both par¬ 


ties expressed concerns 
about her past writings, 
particularly on date rape 
and othersexuaI assault. As 
a Yale undergraduate Rao 
suggested that intoxicated 
women were pa rtly respon¬ 
sible fordate rape. She also 
criticized affirmative ac¬ 
tion and questioned equal 
rights for women and gay 
people. 

Rao has distanced herself 
from language she used as 
a college student, saying 
at her confirmation hearing 
that she cringes at some 
of the language she used 
in opinion articles she said 
were intended to be pro¬ 
vocative. 

Sen. J oni Ernst, R-lowa, who 
recently revealed she was 
raped in college, called 
Rao's 1990's opinion pieces 
"absolutely abhorrent and 
reprehensible at best," but 
said she was reassured af¬ 
ter Rao wrote a letter to 
senators repudiating her 
past views. 

Emstand otherRepublicans 
said Rao was qualified de¬ 
spite her lack of courtroom 
experience. Rao's work on 
federal regulationsqualifies 
herforthe District of Colum¬ 
bia circuit, which handles 
many administrative ap¬ 
peals of executive branch 
actions, Ernst said. But she 
and other Republic a ns said 
they might view Rao differ¬ 
ently if she is nominated to 
the Supreme Court. 

Rao, widely seen as a fu¬ 
ture candidate for the 
high court, is a member of 
the conservative Federal¬ 
ist Society. "The legal policy 
group has played a key 
role in Trump'sjudicial nom¬ 
inations, including Kavana- 
ugh's elevation to the high 
court. 

Democrats staunchly op¬ 
posed Rao, citing her lack 
of trial experience and 
publicly stated pride at roll¬ 
ing back federal rules on 
Trump's behalf. Rao said at 


her confirmation hearing 
that she and Trump have 
successfully pushed dereg¬ 
ulation that "gets govern¬ 
ment out of the way" and 
helps small businesses and 
other companies create 
jobs 

Senate Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee Chairman Lindsey Gra¬ 
ham, R-S.C., called Rao 
"an outstanding choice" 
to serve on the District of 
Columbia Circuit, widely 
considered the nation's 
second-most important 
federal court, below only 
the Supreme Court. 

'She is an expert on ad¬ 
ministrative law and has a 
sound, conservative judi¬ 
cial philosophy that one 
would expect from a Re¬ 
publican nominee forsuch 
an importantposition,"Gra- 
ha m sa id. 

But California Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, the panel's top 
Democrat, said Rao has a 
'troubling and aggressive 
record" on deregulation, 
particularly on rules that 
protect health and the en¬ 
vironment. As head of the 
regulatory office, Rao "has 
taken a buzz saw to pro¬ 
tections for women's health 
and for sexual assault vic- 
timson college campuses," 
added Sen. Ron Wyden, D- 
Ore. Illinois Sen. DickDurbin, 
the second-ranking Demo¬ 
crat, said Rao has "minimal 
practical experience in the 
law" and legal views that 
are "beyond extreme." 
Addressing Trump from the 
Senate floor, Durbin asked: 
"Isn't there a good Repub¬ 
lican conservative some¬ 
where who's actually been 
in a courtroom, actually 
made an appearance in a 
case, maybe even tried a 
case orfiled a motion and 
would know a courthouse if 
they saw it and on not on 
TV? Is that too much to ask 
fora lifetime appointment 
to the second-highestcourt 
in the landT'O 
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'Epic' storm brings blizzards, floods, tornado to mid-U.S. 



L 


A man crosses Crow Creek during a blizzard on Wednesday, Match 13, 2019, in Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Associated Press 


By BOB MOEN and DAN EL¬ 
LIOTT 

Associated Press 
CHEYENNE, \Nyo. (AP) — A 

window-rattling late win¬ 
ter storm brought blizzards, 
floods and a tornado 
across more than 25 states 
Wednesday, stretching 
from the northern Rocky 
Mountains to Texas and 
beyond. 

"This is a veryepic cyclone," 
said Greg Carbin, chief of 
forecast operations for the 
National Oceanic and At¬ 
mospheric Administration's 
Weather Prediction Center. 
'We're looking at some¬ 
thing that will go down in 
the history books" 

In Colorado, a state patrol 
officer was hit and killed 
by a caras he was helping 
another driver who slid off 
Interstate 76 near Denver. 
Corporal Daniel Groves, 
52, was outside his patrol 
carwhen he wasstruck. He 
died at a hospital. 
Hundreds of drivers were 
stranded on Colorado 
highways, including 500 in 
the Colorado Springs area 
alone. Gov.Jared Polisac- 
tivated the National Guard 
to help find and rescue 
snowbound drivers. 

Scores of motorists took ref¬ 
uge at truck stops in east¬ 
ern Wyoming while blow¬ 
ing snow forced portions of 
major highways to close in 
Colorado, Nebraska and 
South Dakota. 

Bria McKenzie, 22, said she 
and her mother, brother 
a nd sisterwere stuc k in their 
carformore than two hours 
on a hilly road in Colorado 
Springs. 

The snow was blinding and 
numbing, and the wind 
was whipping so hard she 
did n't feel safe walking to a 
hospital just down the road, 
she said. 

'We thought about it, well 
maybe we'll run overto the 
hospital — at least we'll be 
warm," she said. "But we 
were soaking wet already 
just from trying to keep the 
windshield clear and from 
trying to push our car and 
help other people push 
their cars. It was just like ev¬ 
ery second you were out 
there, it felt like parts of you 
were just freezing." 
McKenzie said they were 
eventually rescued by her 


father in his pickup truck. 
Hundreds of flights were 
canceled at Denver Inter¬ 
national Airport, and nearly 
40 were grounded in Colo¬ 
rado Springs 

"It caught me completely 
off guard," said Sarah Brin 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
who was stranded at the 
Denver airport. 

It was supposed to be a 
brief layover on her flight 
home from the South by 
Southwest Film Festival in 
Austin, Texas, but it turned 
into an overnight stay. 

She booked a room in a 
downtown hotel and re¬ 
served a spot on a shuttle 
van, but some shuttle trips 
were canceled because of 
the weather. 

'We'll see if they actually 
show up,"she said. 

Many schools and gov¬ 
ernment offices closed for 
the day. Xcel Energy said 
high winds caused about 
184,000 homes and busi¬ 
nesses to lose electricity, 
mostly in the Denver area. 
Xcel spokesman Mark Stutz 
said zero visibility made 
conditions difficult for re¬ 
pair workers, and it could 
take days to restore power 
to everyone. 

In North Texas, severe thun¬ 
derstorms damaged build¬ 
ings and flipped over small 
planes parked at an air¬ 
port. 

Flooding forced evacua¬ 
tions in northeast Nebraska 
and western Iowa, includ¬ 
ing a retirement home in 
Pierce, Nebraska. Residents 
of Avoca, Iowa, were filling 


sandbags to keep flood- 
waters from spreading, and 
the American Red Cross 
setup a she Iter for anyone 
who wasdisplaced. 

Parts of seven states were 
under blizzard warnings, 
and 20 states were under 
some level of high wind 
alert, Carbin said. 

A tornado in New Mexico 
ripped roofs from buildings 
in the sma II town of Dexter, 
about 200 miles (320 kilo¬ 
meters) southwest of Albu¬ 
querque. Authorities said 
five people were hurt, but 
none of the injuries were 
life-threatening. A dairy eu¬ 
thanized about 150 cows 
injured by the tornado. 

C ha ves C o unty She riff M ike 
Herrington said the tornado 
'took out" about 10 homes 
on one street. 

High winds knocked 25 
railroad freight cars off a 
bridge into a mostly dry riv¬ 


erbed nearLogan in north¬ 
east New Mexico. No one 
was injured, New Mexico 
State Police said. 

A wind gust of 92 mph (148 
kph) was recorded in the 
mountains northwest of 
Denver. 

The storm was expected 
to drop up to 22 inches(56 
centimeters) of snow in Wy¬ 
oming, 14 inches (36 cen¬ 
timeters) in South Dakota 
and a foot(31 centimeters) 
in Colorado. 

Forecasters said the winds 
would pile snow into deep 
drifts 

The culprit was a sud¬ 
den and severe drop in 
ground-level air pressure 
in Colorado, the most pro¬ 
nounced dive since 1950, 
Carbin said. It was caused 
by a combination of the jet 
stream and normal condi¬ 
tions in the wind shadow of 
the RockiesQ 
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States weigh bans on shackling jailed moms during childbirth 
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In this Feb. 27, 2019, photo, Michelle Aldana is shown atthe Utah State Capitol in Salt Lake City. 

Associated Press 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Mi¬ 
chelle Aldana gave birth to 
her first child chained to a 
hospital bed. 

Then serving time at the 
Utah state prison on a 
drug charge, she says she 
labored through the diffi¬ 
cult 2001 birth for nearly 30 
hours, her ankles bleeding 
asthe shackleson both her 
legsand one arm dug in. "I 
felt like a farm animal," she 
says 

Ihe practice of keeping 
inmates shackled during 
childbirth was once com¬ 
mon around the United 
States, but that's gradually 
been changing afterwom¬ 
en began speaking out, 
with 22 states passing laws 
against itoverthe past two 
decades. 

Utah and at least three 
other states are consider¬ 
ing joining them this year, 
after the federal govern¬ 
ment recently banned the 
practice with a sweeping 
criminal justice reform law. 
Many other states have 
policies against shackling, 
but advocates say that 
without a law it'sharderto 
stop a practice they con¬ 
demn as dangerous and 
inhumane. 

Women are America's fast¬ 
growing segment of pris¬ 
oners. Ihe American Civil 
Uberties Union estimates 
about 12,000 pregnant 
women are incarcerated 
in U.S. jails or prisons each 
year. 

"For me, it's just a funda¬ 


mental issue of dignity," 
said Democratic state Rep. 
Stephanie Pitcher, who is 
sponsoring the Utah mea¬ 
sure. "A woman deserves 
dignity in childbirth." 

Though the state prison 
changed its official policy 
to prohibit shackling in 
2015, Pitcher has heard 
from a number of Utah 
doctors who have treat¬ 
ed incarcerated women 
having babies in shackles, 
some as recently as this 
year. Her bill, which would 
apply to both the prison 
and local jails, passed the 
state House and is being 
considered bythe Senate. 
Ihe practice is an out¬ 
growth of policies requiring 
allprisonensto be restrained 


during medical treatment 
for safety, said Amy Fettig, 
deputy director of the Na¬ 
tional Prison Project at the 
ACLU. 

But childbirth is different, 
she said. Preventing a 
woman from moving dur¬ 
ing labor increases the risk 
of potentially life-threaten¬ 
ing health risks inherent in 
childbirth, like blood clots 
It also makes it harder to 
move her if there is an 
emergency, or feed the 
baby after it's bom. 
Meanwhile, the physical 
conditions of labor make 
escape attempts unlikely, 
and there are no docu¬ 
mented cases of a woman 
getting away while having 
a child, Fettig said. 


Still, some have raised safe¬ 
ty concerns. In Utah, Re¬ 
publican Rep. Eric Hutchins 
haspointed outthatviolent 
incidents happen often in 
state prisons, and hospitals 
have far less built-in secu¬ 
rity. 

He ultimately voted in fa¬ 
vor of the bill, which does 
allow some shackling dur¬ 
ing transportation and the 
use of soft restra ints if a n in¬ 
mate is documented to be 
dangerous. Prison officials 
are also in support, and say 
their policy change means 
women like Aldana are 
treated differently today. 
Most other states without 
laws against shackling do 
have policies in place, but 
without strict controls, the 


practice is hard to stamp 
out, said Lauryn King, a 
public-policy Ph.D. student 
at The George Washington 
University who completed 
a state-by-state analysis of 
lawson the topic. 

'What are the odds that 
without specific training, 
your average correc¬ 
tions officer knows every 
policy?" she said. In New 
York, for example, a report 
found the practice contin¬ 
ued even after a law was 
passed. 

In Wisconsin, a woman said 
in a lawsuit she was shack¬ 
led with a chain so short 
that she couldn't reach the 
stirrups during labor in Feb¬ 
ruary 2014. Tennessee and 
Arkansas have faced simi¬ 
lar lawsuits and are weigh¬ 
ing bans on the practice 
this year, along with South 
Carolina. 

In Utah, Aldana wasbloody 
and sore afterhertough la¬ 
bor, which also left herwith 
a broken pelvis from the 
pressure of the baby. She 
was released a month af¬ 
ter her son was bom, and 
in the years since she's re¬ 
covered and become a 
substance abuse counsel¬ 
or. Now pregnant with her 
third child, she still suffers 
with anxiety about child¬ 
birth but said a law against 
shackling would be a relief. 
"I just don't think any wom¬ 
an, when they're that vul¬ 
nerable, should ever be 
treated that way," she said. 
"It'sjust wrong.'□ 


Alaska poised to let people use marijuana atcertain stores 



In this Feb. 20, 2015, file photo, Alaska Cannabis Club CEO 
Chaito Greene preparesto roll a joint atthe medical marijuana 
dispensary in Anchorage, Alaska. 

Associated Press 

By BECKY BO HRER JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — 

Associated ness Alaska ispoised to become 


the first state in the nation 
with statewide rules allow¬ 
ing people to use marijua¬ 
na at certain stores where 
they buy it. 

Lt. Gov. Kevin Meyer this 
week signed and filed rules 
for the use of recreational 
marijuana at authorized 
pot shops. 

They allow marijuana use 
in special sections of stores 
that are separated from 
the reta il a rea by wa Ms a nd 
a secure door, oroutdoors. 
Shops allowing for onsite 
use are to be freestanding, 
though an area seen as 
open for further discussion 
is whether shops that don't 
want to allow smoking must 


be freestanding. 

Supporters of onsite mari¬ 
juana use see it as a way 
to provide tourists with a 
place to partake. Summer 
is tourist season in Alaska, 
with cruise ship passengers 
stopping in communities 
such asj uneau. 

But industry officials also 
know there will be a lot of 
attention paid to how on¬ 
site use takes shape in the 
state. 

"Outside of being a test 
model for the rest of the 
U.S., we're also going to 
be trying to do it right for 
ourselves," Cary Carrigan, 
executive director of the 
Alaska Marijuana Industry 


Association, said recently. 
'There'sa lot riding on this" 
The regulations take effect 
April 11, but there will be 
a lag before people can 
smoke or consume mari¬ 
juana edibles at stores. 
Alaska's marijuana regu¬ 
latory board must vet all 
applications, and its next 
meeting is in early May. 
That's not enough turn¬ 
around time for businesses 
to have their applications 
ready for review, said Erika 
McConnell, director of the 
Alcohol and Marijuana 
Control Office. The dead¬ 
line for meeting materials is 
April 12.Q 
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In this March 6, 2019, file photo, Michael Cohen, Resident 
Donald Trump's fbimer lawyer, returns to Capitol Hill in Wash¬ 
ington, to appearbelbie the House Intelligence Committee. 

Associated Press 


NY attorney says 
feds probing his pardon 
talks with Mic hael Cohen 


By JIM MUST1AN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral prosecutors have re¬ 
quested copies of com¬ 
munications Michael Co¬ 
hen had with a New York 
attorney who broached 
the possibility of a pardon 
from President Donald 
Trump, the attorney said 
Wednesday. 

Ihe attorney, Robert J. 
Costello, released a state¬ 
ment disputing Cohen's 
claim that Trump "dan¬ 
gled" a presidential par¬ 
don in front of Cohen be¬ 
fore he began cooperat¬ 
ing with federal prosecu¬ 
tors and special counsel 
Robert Mueller. 

'We have documents 
to back our position up, 
and are preparing to pro¬ 
vide these to the U.S. At¬ 
torney's office, who has 
asked for them," Costello 
said in the statement. 
The statement referred 


to Cohen's account of 
the pardon discussions as 
"utter nonsense."Federal 
prosecutors requested 
emails and documents 
from Costello last week 
amid an investigation 
into "possible violations of 
federal criminal law," The 
New York Times report¬ 
ed Wednesday, citing a 
copy of the request. 

The U.S. Attorney's Office 
in Manhattan declined to 
comment. 

Trump lawyer Rudy Gi¬ 
uliani confirmed that 
Costello, a former fed era I 
prosecutor, reached out 
to him afterthe raid. 

"My answer was the presi¬ 
dent is not going to con¬ 
sider or give any pardons 
now," G iulia ni told The As¬ 
soc ia ted Press. "As I have 
said in the past, the presi¬ 
dent hasthe right to, and 
that doesn't mean he 
won'tconsiderit when the 
investigation is over.'□ 



Nancy Salzman, center, arrives at Brooklyn federal court; Wednesday, March 13, 2019, in New 
York. 

Associated Press 


Co-founder pleads guilty in 
New York sex slave case 


By TDM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A co¬ 
founder of an embattled 
upstate New York self-help 
organization pleaded 
guilty on Wednesday in a 
case featuring sensational 
claims that some follow¬ 
ers became branded sex 
slaves 

An emotional Nancy Salz¬ 
man told a judge in federal 
court in Brooklyn that she 
teamed up with Keith Ra- 
niere, the NXIVM group's 
self-styled spiritual leader, 
because she wanted to 
help people improve their 
lives. But she admitted that 
she laterlost herway when 
she joined efforts to spy on 
perceived enemies seek¬ 
ing to expose the Albany- 


based group asa crossbe- 
tween a pyramid scheme 
and a cult. 

"It hastakensometimeand 
soul searching to come to 
this place," said Salzman, 
choking back tears. "I ac¬ 
cept that some of what I 
did was not just wrong, but 
criminal.. If I could go back 
and do it all over again, I 
would. But I can't." 

Salzman, a registered nurse 
who was known as "Prefect" 
within NXIVM, was involved 
in stealing identities of the 
group's critics and hacking 
into their email accounts 
from 2003 to 2008, prosecu¬ 
tors said. They also alleged 
that she conspired to doc¬ 
tor videotapes showing 
her teaching NXIVM's les¬ 
sons before the tapes were 


turned overto plaintiffs in a 
New J ersey lawsuit against 
the group. 

The plea comes about six 
weeks before Raniere is set 
to go on trial on charges 
alleging a secret master- 
slave society within NX¬ 
IVM brainwashed women 
into having unwanted sex 
with him and had them 
branded with his initials in 
initiation ceremonies. Also 
charged in the case are 
Sa Izma n's d a ug hte r a s we II 
as Seagram liquor fortune 
heiressClare Bronfman and 
actress Allison Mack, best 
known for playing a teen¬ 
age friend of Superman 
on the '5mallville"TV series 
They have all denied the 
allegations^ 
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UK lawmakers to vote on requesting delay as Brexitday nears 



Ariti-BrexH; remain in the European Union supporteis hold an EU and British union flag outside the 
Houses of Fteriiament in London, Wednesday, Match 13, 2019. 

Assocaited Press 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British 
lawmakers have gone on 
record saying they don't 
want the U.K. to leave the 
European Union without 
a divorce agreement in 
place, increasing the odds 
that Brexit won't take place 
as planned at the end of 
the month. 

With the approaching 
deadline intensifying fears 
that economic and per¬ 
sonal turmoil might follow 
a "no-deal" withdrawal by 
Britain, Parliament voted 
321-278 Wednesday to role 
out the possibility. 

However, Prime Minister 
Theresa May and the Euro¬ 
pean Union noted the de¬ 
cision wasn't legally bind¬ 
ing. She offered the House 
of Commons a chance to 
try to stop the countdown 
to a March 29departure. 

A look at what might hap¬ 
pen: 


DELAY, DELAY, DELAY 

Now that the House of 
Commons gave leaving 


the EU without an agree¬ 
ment a thumbs down, it is 
scheduled to vote "Thursday 


on whetherto ask the EUto 
delay Brexit by up to three 
months. 


"This option is likely to prove 
popular, since politicians 
on both sides of the Brexit 
debate feartime is running 
out to secure an orderly 
withdrawal by March 29. 
Extending the timeframe 
for Brexit requires approval 
from all 27 remaining EU 
member countries. "They 
have an opportunity to 
grant such a request at a 
March 21-22 summit in Brus¬ 
sels. 

But the rest of the EU is re- 
luctant to postpone Brexit 
beyond the late May elec¬ 
tions for the EU's legislature. 
"The U.K. won't be represent¬ 
ed in the European Parlia¬ 
ment after it quits the EU; its 
seats already have been 
given to other countries to 
fill in the elections. 

French President Emmanu¬ 
el Macron, one of the EU's 
strongest supporters, said 
Wednesday that a request 
fora postponement would 
be considered, but not 
granted automatically.^ 


US-backed Syrian Ibices push on as IS militants fight back 



A U.S-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) fighter watches illumination rounds light up Bag¬ 
houz, Syria, as the last pocket of Islamic State militants is attacked on Tuesday, March 12,2019. 

Associated Press 


By PHILIP ISSA 

Associated ness 

BAG HOUZ; Syria (AP) — 

U.S.-backed Syrian forces 
said Wednesday that Is¬ 
lamic State militants are 
putting up a desperate 
fight against their advanc- 
esand staged a counterat¬ 
tack overnight from the tiny 
speck of land the extremists 
still hold in eastern Syria. 

"The counterattack began 
from the west of a riverside 
pocket in the Syrian village 
of Baghouz where the Is¬ 
lamic State group hasbeen 
ma king its la st sta nd, sa id a 
commander with the U.S- 
backed Syrian Democratic 
Forces, or SDF. 

Clashes were underway as 
the Kurdish-led forces tried 
to repel the IS attack, he 
said, adding they were also 
fighting to secure an area 
taken late on Tuesday. 
Another commander said 
at least four SDF fighters 
were killed in the fighting 
since early in the morning. 
Both commanders spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au¬ 
thorized to talk to the me¬ 
dia. 

A third commander, Dilbrin 


Nargiz, said the IS counter¬ 
attack began just before 
dawn. IS militants usually 
operate in daylight as they 
lack night vision weapons 
and goggles. 

The weeks-old push on 
Baghouz has also taken a 
toll on the Kurdish forces, 
some of whom have been 
battling IS for the past six 


years. 

'We'll die long before this 
war is over," said Simone 
Awad, a 22-year-old fighter 
whose friend was shot in 
the head next to him in the 
fighting earlier in the morn¬ 
ing. It was not clear if the 
friend, who was taken to 
hospital, survived. 

The battle to retake Bag¬ 


houz and surrounding vil¬ 
lages began in September 
and has since driven the 
militants into the tinysliverof 
land following intense fight¬ 
ing and major setbacks. 

For the last few weeks, the 
militants remained holed 
up in the shrinking space 
along the eastern banks 
of the Euphrates River. 


Since early February, more 
than 10,000 civilians were 
evacuated from the IS-held 
pocket, most of them fam¬ 
ily members of IS fig hters. 
The capture of Baghouz 
would be a milestone in 
the devastating four-year 
campaign to defeat IS'sso- 
called "caliphate," which 
once covered a vastterrito- 
ry straddling both Syria and 
Iraq. The U.S.-led coalition 
tweeted Wednesday it was 
continuing strikes against IS 
positions "day and night," 
allowing the militants no 
freedom of movement. 
"Combined with the SDF 
ground movement, the fi¬ 
nal push in (Baghouz) con¬ 
tinues," the coalition said. 

A spokesman for the U.S- 
backed forces, Adnan Af- 
rin, said IS militants were 
putting up a 'fierce resis¬ 
tance," firing mortar shells 
and rocket-propelled gre¬ 
nades in clashes that be¬ 
gan Tuesday. 

Afrin said hisforcesare ad¬ 
vancing slowly,taking some 
positions on the edge of a 
tent encampment where 
thousands of civilians and 
militants had been holed 
up in recent weeks.Q 
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Boeing jet grounded in much of world after Ethiopia crash 



In this photo taken Monday, March 11, 2019, a Boeing 737 MAX 8 airplane being built for Air 
Canada sits parked at Boeing Co.'s Renton Assembly Plant in Renton, VUbsh. 

Associated Press 


By EUAS MESERET 
YIDNEK K1RUBEL 
Associated Press 
HEJERE, Ethiopia (AP) — 

Much of the world, includ¬ 
ing the entire European 
Union, grounded the Boe¬ 
ing jetliner involved in the 
Ethiopian Airlines crash or 
banned it from their air¬ 
space, leaving the United 
States as one of the few 
remaining operators of 
the plane involved in two 
deadly accidents in just 
five months. 

The European Aviation 
Safety Agency took steps 
to keep the Boeing 737 
Max 8 out of the air, joining 
Asian and Middle Eastern 
governments and carriers 
that also gave in to safety 
concerns in the aftermath 
of Sunday's crash, which 
killed all 157 people on 
board. 

Referring to the Uon Air 
crash in Indonesia that 
killed 189 people last year, 
European regulators said 
Tuesday that"similarc a uses 
may have contributed to 
both events." 

British regulators indicated 
possible trouble with a re¬ 
portedly damaged flight 
data recorder, saying they 
based theirdecision on the 
fact that they did not have 
"suffic ient information" from 
the recorder. 

Turkish Airlines, Oman Air, 
Norwegian Air Shuttle, Ice- 
la ndair and South Kore¬ 
an airline Eastarjet were 
among the latest carriers 
to halt use of the Boeing 
model. Ihe United Arab 
Emirates, Malaysia, Austra¬ 
lia, New Zealand, Fiji and 
Singapore also suspended 
all flights in theirairspace or 
into orout of their airports 
A Turkish Airlinesofficial said 
two Britain-bound planes 


returned to Istanbul after 
British airspace was closed 
to the aircraft. The official 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he wasnot 
authorized to speak pub¬ 
lic ly. 

U.S.-based Boeing has said 
it has no reason to pull the 
popular aircraft from the 
skies and does not intend 
to issue new recommenda¬ 
tions about the aircraft to 
customers. Boeing's CEO 
Dennis Muilenburg also 
spoke with President Don¬ 
ald Trump and reiterated 
that the 737 Max 8 is safe, 
the company said. Its tech¬ 
nical team, meanwhile, 
joined American, Israeli, 
Kenyan and other aviation 
experts in the investigation 
led by Ethiopian authorities. 
The Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration also backed 
the jet's airworthiness and 
said it was reviewing all 
available data. It said it 
expects Boeing will soon 
complete improvements to 
anautomated anti-sta II sys¬ 
tem suspected of contrib¬ 
uting to the deadly crash 
of another new Boeing 737 


Max8 in October. 

"Thus far, our review shows 
no systemic performance 
issues and provides no ba¬ 
sis to order grounding the 
aircraft," acting FAA Ad¬ 
ministrator Daniel K. Elwell 
said in a statement. "Nor 
have other civil aviation 
authorities provided data 
to us that would warrant 
action." 

Some U.S. airlines expressed 
support for the Boeing 
model, and American Air¬ 
lines and Southwest con¬ 
tinued flying them. A vice 
president for American, 
the world's biggest carrier, 
which has 24 Max 8s, said 
they had 'full confidence in 
the aircraft." 

Safety experts cautioned 
against drawing too many 
comparisons too soon with 
the Uon Air crash in Octo¬ 
ber. But others in the U.S. 
began pressing foraction. 
The Association of Profes¬ 
sional Flight Attendants, 
which represents more 
than 26,000 flight atten¬ 
dants at American Air¬ 
lines, called on CEO Doug 
Parkerto "strongly consider 


grounding these planesun- 
til an investigation can be 
performed." 

Consumer Reports called 
on airlines and the FAA to 
ground the jets until a thor¬ 
ough safety investigation is 
complete. 

Even Trump weighed in, 
tweeting that additional 
"complexity creates dan¬ 
ger" in modem aircraft and 
hinders pilots from making 
"split second decisions" to 
ensure passengers' safety. 
He did not specific ally men¬ 
tion the crashes but said, "I 
don't know about you, but 
I don't want Albert Einstein 
to be my pilot." 

The Ethiopian Airlines plane 
crashed six minutes after 
taking off for Nairobi, killing 
people from 35 countries 
A pilot who saw the crash 
site minutes after the di¬ 
saster told the AP that 
the plane appeared to 
have "slid directly into the 
ground." Capt. Solomon 
Gizaw was among the first 
people dispatched to find 
the plane. The wreckage 
was discovered by Ethio¬ 
pia 'sairforce. 


'There was nothing to see," 
he said. "It looked like the 
earth had swallowed the 
aircraft. ... We were sur¬ 
prised!" He said it explained 
why rescue officials quickly 
sent bulldozers to begin 
digging out large piecesof 
debris. 

Ethiopian Airlines, widely 
seen as Africa's best-man¬ 
aged airline, grounded its 
remaining four 737 Max 8s 
until further notice. The car¬ 
rier had been using five of 
the planes and was await¬ 
ing delivery of 25 more. 

As night fell, the airline of¬ 
fered no new updates on 
the investigation. An airline 
spokesman said victims' re¬ 
mains should be identified 
in about five days. 

Some insights into the di¬ 
saster and its cause could 
take months, aviation ex¬ 
perts said. 

'The conclusions that will 
come out of its probe will 
be beneficial to the rest of 
the world," Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed said 
Tuesday at a news confer¬ 
ence with visiting French 
President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron. 'These types of ac¬ 
cidents break everyone's 
heart. I hope we will leam 
from this crash." 

On Tuesday a group of offi¬ 
cials from C hina, whic h a Iso 
grounded planes, paused 
in their work at the scene 
to reflect with an offering 
of incense, fruit, bread rolls 
and a plastic container of 
the Ethiopian flathread in- 
jera. 

As the global team 
searched for answers, a 
woman stood near the 
crash site, wailing. Kebe- 
bew Legess said she was 
the motherof a young Ethi¬ 
opian Airlines crew mem- 
beramong the dead.Q 
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Rightsgioup: EU complic it in violence against migrants 



In this Nov. 28,2018 file photo, a group of migrants moves through a forest in the Pljesevica Moun¬ 
tain in a attempt to illegally cross the border into Croatia. 

Associated Press 


By DARKO BANDIC 
Associated Press 

BIHAC, Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na (AP) — A leading rights 
group has accused Euro¬ 
pean Union states of com¬ 
placency in the "systemat¬ 
ic, unlawful and frequently 
violent pushbacks" by 
Croatian border guards of 
thousands of asylum-seek¬ 
ers to squalid and unsafe 
refugee camps in Bosnia. 
Amnesty International 
said in a report released 
Wednesday that "Europe¬ 
an governments are not 
just turning a blind eye to 
vicious assaults by the Cro¬ 
atian police, but also fund¬ 
ing their activities." 

The report said that "in do¬ 
ing so, they are fueling a 
growing humanitarian crisis 
on the edge of the Europe¬ 
an Union." 

Croatian authorities have 
repeatedly denied such re¬ 
ports in the past. 

In a response to the Am¬ 
nesty International report 


on Wednesday, Croatian 
Interior Minister Davor Bozi- 
novic said that the ministry 
has received more than 
200complaintsissued by in¬ 


ternational rights groups of 
alleged illegal and violent 
pushbacks of migrants, but 
that after investigations no 
foul play wasdetected in a 


single case. 

"Migrants in most cases 
falsely accuse police of¬ 
ficials of violence, hoping 
that this will help them en¬ 


ter the Republic of Croatia 
the next time they try," he 
said in a statement. 

In Brussels, European Com¬ 
mission spokeswoman 
Mina Andreeva said that 
the EU's executive body is 
concerned about the alle¬ 
gations made in the report 
and is taking them very seri¬ 
ously. 

"Any form of violence 
against or abuse of mi¬ 
grants and refugees is 
unacceptable," she told 
reporters, adding that EU 
is contacting Croatian au¬ 
thorities a bout the matter. 
'The commission expects 
Croatia to follow up 
promptly on these specif¬ 
ic allegations and we will 
continue to closely moni- 
torthe situation," Andreeva 
said. Thousands of migrants 
have been stuck in Bosnia 
asthey seekto move on to¬ 
ward Western Europe. Mi¬ 
grants mostly travel illegally 
with the help of people 
smuggle rsO 


Algeria: Opposition meets, key govtfiguies appeal fore aim 



Teachers hold placards reading, on the left 'You have millions. We are millions of teacheis" and 
in the center! dream ofa democratic Algeria", during a protest in Algiers, Algeria, Wednesday, 
March 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By AOMAROUAU 
ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — 

Algerian opposition lead¬ 
ers called for continued 
mass protests Wednesday 
against President Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika as key figures in 
his new government at¬ 
tempted to appeal for 
calm. 

The opposition accuses 
the 82-year-old president 
of flouting the constitu¬ 
tion to cling to power. This 
weekhe abandoned plans 
to seek a fifth term, but he 
also canceled next month's 
presidential election with¬ 
out setting a new date 
and replaced key ministe¬ 
rial posts, including that of 
prime minister, with loyalists 
Teacherstookto the streets 
to keep up pressure on 
the longtime president, as 
political uncertainty grips 
this gas-rich North African 
country. 

A broad swath of opposi¬ 
tion figures met Wednes- 
dayatthe headquartersof 
the Islamist party El Ad a la 
and issued a statement 
saying: "At this historic, de¬ 
cisive moment, the Alge¬ 
rian opposition isatthe side 
ofthe people." 


They called the election 
delay unconstitutional, and 
appealed for the unprec¬ 
edented revolt against the 
ailing Bouteflika to contin¬ 
ue. Nationwide, potentially 


decisive protests are ex¬ 
pected Friday, after millions 
have come to the streets in 
recent weeks. 

Algeria's new deputy prime 
minister and foreign min¬ 


ister, Ra mta ne La ma mra, 
tried to appealforcalm on 
Public Radio Wednesday, 
saying the new govern¬ 
ment is 'fully fledged" and 
"will ensure political and 


economic institutions func¬ 
tion normally." 

'We want the transition (to 
new elections) to be as 
short as possible," he add¬ 
ed. 

Former foreign minister 
Lakhdar Brahimi, who is 
close to Bouteflika, said, 
"we want to organize suc¬ 
cessful elections in a cli¬ 
mate of serenity to preserve 
the stability of Algeria." 
Brahimi denied reports that 
he would chair a confer¬ 
ence planning Algeria's 
future, adding: "I say to the 
young Algerians who pro¬ 
test, do not destroy Algeria, 
like Iraq and Syria." 
Algerians have barely seen 
their president since he suf¬ 
fered a stroke in 2013, and 
question his fitness for of¬ 
fice. Protesters are also an¬ 
gry about corruption and 
secrecy in Algeria's power 
structure. 

Wednesday's opposition 
gathering included promi¬ 
nent Islamists and rival 
secular parties, two former 
prime ministers and others 
who have served in Boute¬ 
flika's governments but 
have since turned against 
the country's leadership.Q 
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C hina: la iwan's moves like 'stretching arm to block a car 1 



In this Match 21, 2017, file photo, laiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen, center, along with Defense 
Minister Feng Shih-kuan, right; and Secretary-General of National Security Council Joseph VUU, 
left; cheer with navy officeis during a visit to ZLioying Naval base in Kaohsiung, southern laiwan. 

Associated Ftaess 


By CHRISTOPHERBODEEN 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Attempts to 
b lock Beijing'sgoa I of bring¬ 
ing Taiwan under its control 
are like "stretching out an 
arm to block a car," China 
said in its latest rhetorical 
broadside against the self- 
governing island republic's 
independence-minded 
president. 

The statement issued 
late Tuesday takes aim 
at Tsai Ing-wen's recent 
announcement of mea¬ 
sures to counter China's 
"one country, two systems" 
framework for politic a I unifi¬ 
cation with the island. 
Spokesman forthe Chinese 
Cabinet's Taiwan Affairs Of¬ 
fice An Fengshan accused 
Tsai of harming relations 
between the sides and us¬ 
ing the welfare of the Tai¬ 
wanese people asa "poker 
chip" for the sake of elec¬ 
toral gains. 

Such actions "stand in op¬ 
position to the interests and 
welfare of ourTaiwan com¬ 
patriots, and endeavor to 
block progress by com¬ 


patriots on both sides to 
progress," An said. "All it is, 
is stretching out an arm to 
block a car," he said, using 
a common Chinese expres¬ 
sion to describe a futile ac¬ 


tion. 

China says Taiwan isa part 
of its territory that must be 
brought under its control 
by force if necessary, de¬ 
spite the social, political 


and economic differences 
developed between them 
since they separated amid 
civil war 70 years a go. 

Tsai of the pro-indepen¬ 
dence Democratic Pro¬ 


gressive Party was elected 
in a 2016 landslide, but has 
seen her approval ratings 
fall as she prepares to seek 
re-election next year. 

In a meeting on national 
security Monday, Tsai said 
relations with China must 
be "viewed in a positive 
way, but only when the 
principle of equal dignity is 
safeguarded," according 
to the official Central News 
Agency. 

Taiwan's legal and political 
institutions need strength¬ 
ening and its military needs 
bolstering — including 
through bigger budgets— 
while economic competi¬ 
tiveness needs to be raised 
and greater outreach 
make to the international 
community to counter Bei¬ 
jing's isolation campaign, 
she said. 

"As long as we stay united, 
national sovereignty, free¬ 
dom and democracy will 
not be eroded, and 'one 
country, two systems' will 
not become the future of 
Taiwan,"Tsai saidO 


School building collapses in Nigeria with scores said inside 



Emergency services attend the scene after a building collapsed in Lagos, Nigeria, Wednesday 
Match 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


LAGOSy Nigeria (AP) — A 

three-story building col¬ 
lapsed in Nigeria on 
Wednesday with scores of 
school children thought to 
be inside, setting off frantic 
rescue efforts in the coun¬ 
try's crowded commercial 
capital. An emergency 
management official said 
more than 40 people had 
been found but it was not 
yet c lea r how ma ny d ied. 
Associated Press video 
showed rescuers carry¬ 
ing several dust-covered, 
stunned-looking children 
from the rubble, to cheers 
from hundreds of people 
who rushed to the scene. 
But the crowd quieted as 
others were pulled out and 
slung over people's shoul¬ 
ders, unmoving. 

Ihe children were hur¬ 
ried through the crowd to 
ambulances. One man 
pressed hishandsto a pass¬ 
ing survivor's head in bless¬ 
ing. 

Rescue efforts unfolded 
in the densely populated 
neighborhood in Lagos, Ni¬ 
geria's commercial capital 


and a city of some 20 mil¬ 
lion people. More equip¬ 
ment was brought in as 
nightfall approached. 

As many as 100 children 
had been in the primary 
school on the building'stop 


floor, some witnesses said. 
More than 40 people had 
been found "but for now I 
am not in a position to give 
the number of dead," Shi- 
na "fiamiyu, general man¬ 
ager of the Lagos State 


Emergency Management 
Agency, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

It was not immediately 
clearwhy the building col¬ 
lapsed. Such disasters are 
all too common in Nigeria, 


where new construction of¬ 
ten goesup without regula¬ 
tory oversight and floors a re 
added to already unstable 
buildings 

Lagos state Gov. Akinwun- 
mi Ambode said buildings 
in the neighborhood, Ita 
Faji, should have under¬ 
gone integrity tests but 
land lords resisted. 

Hundreds of people stood 
in narrow streets and on 
rooftops of rusted, corru¬ 
gated metal, watching res 
cue efforts A yellow exca¬ 
vator scooped at the ruins 
of rebar and dust. Later it 
nosed at concrete slabs. 
With emotions high, a num¬ 
ber of shirtless men jumped 
in to offer assistance, hack¬ 
saws and mallets in hand. 
Some were barefoot. Some 
were bare-handed. One 
held a water bottle in his 
teeth. 

The collapse came asPresi- 
dent Muhammadu Buhari, 
newly elected to a sec¬ 
ond term, tries to improve 
groaning, inefficient infra¬ 
structure in Africa's most 
populous nation.Q 
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Ex-students attac k sc hool 



in Brazil, 8 dead 



Police officers stand guard outside the Raul Basil State School in Suzano, the greater Sao Paulo 
area, Brazil, Wednesday, Match 13,2019. 

Associated Bess 


By MAURICIO SAVARESE 
ANNA j EAN KAISER 
Associated Bess 
SUZANO, Brazil (AP) — Two 

masked men armed with 
guns, knives, axes and 
cnossbowsdescended on a 
school in southern Brazil on 
Wednesday, killing five stu¬ 
dents and two adults be¬ 
fore taking their own lives, 
authorities said. 

Ihe men, identified as for¬ 
mer students at the school 
in a suburb of Sao Paulo, 
also shot and killed the 
owner of a used car busi¬ 
ness nearby before launch¬ 
ing the attack on the 
school, authorities said. 
Besides the five students, 
the dead included a 
teacher and a school 
administrator, said Joao 
Camilo Pines de Campos, 
the state's public secretary. 
Nine otherswere wounded 
in the school attack and 
hospitalized, he said. 

'This is the saddest day of 
my life," de Campos said, 
speaking to reporters out¬ 


side the school in the Sao 
Paulo suburb of Suzano. 
Authorities identified the 
attackers as 17-year-old 
Guilherme Taucci Monteiro 
and 25-year-old Henrique 


de Castro. 

'The big question is: what 
wasthe motivation ofthese 
former students?" de Cas¬ 
tro sa id. 

Monteiro opened fire with 


a .38 caliber handgun and 
de Castro used a crossbow, 
de Campos said, adding 
that forensics would deter¬ 
mine how the victims died. 
The attackers were also 


carrying Molotov cocktails, 
knives and axes, authorities 
said 

"In 34 years as a police¬ 
man, it's the first time I see 
someone use a crossbow 
like that," police Col. Mar- 
celo Salles said. "It is horren¬ 
dous." 

The attackers were trying 
to force their way inside a 
room at the back of the 
school where many stu¬ 
dents were hiding when 
police arrived. Instead of 
face police, they turned 
their weapons on them¬ 
selves, authorities said with¬ 
out elaborating. 

Students gathered outside 
the school recounted har¬ 
rowing attacks and seeing 
several bodies lying in pools 
of blood. 

Kelly Milene Guerra Cardo¬ 
so, 16, said she and other 
students took refuge in the 
school's cafeteria, locked 
the door and lay on the 
floor. 

'We stayed there until the 
doorwasopened.□ 


Nicaragua 'marathon' protester flees for exile in Costa Rica 



Alex Vanegas holds onto the iron bats he had installed on the porch of his apartment to symbol¬ 
ize his home anestin Managua, Nicaragua, Tuesday, March 5,2019. 

Associated Bess 


By GABRIELA SELSER 
MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — A Nicaraguan man 
who became a prominent 
public face of opposition to 
President Daniel Ortega's 
government for his defiant 
protest runs through the 
capital has left the coun¬ 
try for exile, his son said 
Wednesday. 

Byron Vanegas, Alex Vane¬ 
gas' son, confirmed to The 
Associated Press that his 
father, who came to be 
known as the "marathon 
man," has gone to neigh¬ 
boring Costa Rica. 

"He decided to leave the 
country because he could 
no longerstand the (police) 
siege and harassment," By¬ 
ron Vanegas said. He had 
been briefly detained re¬ 
peatedly during the pro- 
testsand in Novemberwas 
jailed for what turned out 
to be four months. 

In a recent interview, Alex 
Vanegas, 62, told the AP 
that police patrols were 
watching his home con¬ 
stantly after he was condi¬ 
tionally released to house 
a nest in late February, 


along with about 100 oth- 
ensconsidered political pris¬ 
oners, as talks resumed on 
Nicaragua Apolitical stand¬ 
off. 

Those people are not sup¬ 
posed to leave theirhomes, 
much less the country, but 


Byron Vanegas said his fa¬ 
ther crossed into Costa 
Rica "somewhere along the 
border."He did notgive fur¬ 
ther details. 

"He always said that Orte¬ 
ga was not going to quiet 
him, that nobody was go¬ 


ing to halt his struggle," By¬ 
ron Vanegas said. "So now 
he will continue protesting 
and running forNicaragua" 
from exile. 

Tens of thousands of Nica¬ 
ragua ns have fled to Costa 
Rica and other countries 


after protests demanding 
Ortega's exit from office 
broke out last year and 
hundreds died in a crack¬ 
down by security forces. 
Government officials have 
accused opposition dem¬ 
onstrators of being "coup 
plotters" and 'terrorists." Ro¬ 
sario Murillo, Nicaragua's 
powerful vice president 
and first lady, once said 
that Alex Vanegas was 
"making a fool of himself" 
and suggested he wasone 
of many 'traitors." 

Also Wednesday, the gov- 
emmentsaid in a statement 
that its representatives for 
the talks had returned to 
the facility where they had 
been taking place — be¬ 
fore being suspended last 
Friday — in hopes that the 
Civic Alliance opposition 
group would show up. 
Opposition delegates have 
sa id they will not resume d i- 
alogue until Ortega makes 
"overwhelming gestures" 
of goodwill, including the 
immediate and definitive 
release of about 770 peo¬ 
ple considered political 
prisonersO 
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Making a difference 






ENJOY GREEN BEER, IRISH COCKTAILS AND LIVE MUSIC 
AT THIS FESTIVE EVENT IN CELEBRATION OF ST. PATRICK 

AND THE EMERALD ISLE. 

MARCH 15-17 

AT EX SIDE BAR, RENAISSANCE MARKETPLACE 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY: 

OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 

SUNDAY: 

DINNER ONLY, STARTING AT 4:00PM 


FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT OUR NAVIGATORS AT 523-4115. 


IRISH POP 
UP RESTAURANT 


RENAISSANCE' 

ARUBA RE SOPi A EASING 


ORAN) ES1AD — Recently, a group of tourists from Cana¬ 
da decided to do an actof kindness by giving a donation 
to the Ambiente Feliz foundation. The group has visited 
the island for over 20 years and dec ided that on this trip 
they would take one day out of their vacation “to make 
a difference". 

It a II started when an intern from Ambiente Felizwho stud¬ 
ies at the University of Aruba, and who also works as a 
front desk agent at a hotel, told one ofthe guestsabout 
her internship and the need for donation boxes. Ambi¬ 
ente Feliz, a family replacement home for people with a 
mental impairment, seeksactively fordonations. As in this 
case fora new kitchen. In urgent need forl5.000 AWG to 
finish the kitchen project, the foundation thought it would 
help to place a few donation boxesto raise extra funds 
One guest told anotherand before they knew it Ambien¬ 
te Feliz had received 10 donation boxes Asa thank you 
the director of Ambiente Feliz, Ms Lukee Croes, invited 
the tourists fora visiton the 7th of March. 

The group was very interested in the clients and the work 
Ambiente Felizdoeson a daily basis. They were amazed 
to see how much can be done with so little funds Expe¬ 
riences were shared and memories were made. During 
their visit Ambiente Feliz received another 700$ to invest 
in a new kitchen. Thanks to the kind donation of strang¬ 
ers Ambiente Feliz is now a step closer to a new kitchen 
where their clients can apply their daily chores. 

Ambiente Feliz invites others who want to contribute to 
their new kitchen to contact Ambiente Feliz at 5858738 or 
make a kind donation atCaribbean Mercantile Bank, ac¬ 
count 20906501, underthe name of Stichting Ambiente 
Feliz. 

Formore information concerning the foundation and the 
services they provide you can visit www.stic hting ambi¬ 
ente feliz.com or find their page on Facebook for more 
weekly activities and announcements. □ 
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Open doily 10amto 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.50d0lcosinoQlhombra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! * 


emm 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

S6 for 4-Cord BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

$1/000 in 
Cash Prizes 

Additional S500 Cash Prize in oar Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purdicise your (ard before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway ] Juan Vaidez Cafe i Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA 1 Bijoux Tenter Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


Share in our local pride at Renaissance Mall & Marketplace 



One day before is another 
popular day, especially for 
Americans and Irish, the Re¬ 
naissance MaII& Marketplace 
thought of this Green Hap¬ 
pening too asthey are going 
to celebrate St. Patrick's Day 
like the Irish do. It will be a true 
Irish Pop-up. A weekend filled 
with festivities, shamrocks, 
green beer and a lot of food! 
Check out more information 
on the Facebook page Re¬ 
naissance MarketplaceO 



ORANJ ES1AD — This weekend is a 
long one as Monday is a national 
holiday for Aruba. Monday Match 
18th is the day that Arubans hon¬ 
or their national anthem and flag 
and you can join in! Renaissance 
Mall & Marketplace has a special 
event for you planned where you 
can mingle with the locals while 
enjoying live music, great food 
and amazing drinks! 

Probably the most popular nation¬ 
al holiday on Aruba is the day of 
the national anthem and flag, Dia 
di Himno y Bandera .Everywhere 
on the island there are bake sales, 


games and special celebrations 
and a lot of locals are proudly 
wearing their tee-shirts with the 
Aruban flag. 

A strong sense of pride isdisplayed 
alloverasArubanscelebrate their 
Flag and Anthem Day. Let's cel¬ 
ebrate our National Flag and An¬ 
them Day with Gropo Di Betico! 
The celebration starts at 8:30PM 
at the main stage of Renaissance 
Mall & Marketplace.End thisfestive 
day at the Renaissance Market¬ 
place with several dining options 
or unwind with a cocktail. J oin us 
and let'scelebrate this big day! 
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Student Affairs 


ByLouedska Madura 

Spring Break 

ORANJESTAD — It is officially spring break! Which means, no 
exams, no quizzes and time to relax. As you all may know, 
I have been looking forward to spring break for quite some 
time already. Everything at the University of South Caro¬ 
lina campus is basically closed and almost everyone left 
the campus to go back home, either to their family or their 
friends. Some people may have also decided to take this 
opportunity and go traveling somewhere else instead of go¬ 
ing back home. 

Up until now, my exchange semester at the University of 
South Carolina is going well. At the start, there were some 
issues I had encountered in regard to my courses, but I have 
managed to solve these issues. Each day, lam getting more 
accustomed to being in such a big campus and city com¬ 
pared to back home. I have made some new friends and 
managed to do a lot of thingsin the city of Columbia. How¬ 
ever, I cannot lie that I do miss Aruba. Especially my fam¬ 
ily and my friends Also, don't forget the warm and sunny 
weather on the island of Aruba. As they say, there is no 
place like home. 

A difference that I have noticed while being a student at 
the University of South Carolina, isthatthe students in Aruba 



are more approachable than the students 
here, "ihe students that I have encountered 
here have the tendency to be more on their 
own. Which means, that they will not easily 
approach people and start a random con¬ 
versation with someone they see walking on 
campus Meanwhile in Aruba, this is the com¬ 
plete opposite. Also, this example is not lim¬ 
ited to only students on Aruba, but the people 
on the island as well. Everywhere you go on 
the island, you can definitely find someone 
who you can start a random conversation 
with and will give you plenty of suggestions on 
where to go and whatto do. 

A program I want to mention this time, is the 
Buddies Beyond Borders program at the Uni¬ 
versity of South Carolina, "this program was 
developed by the International Student Ser- 
vicesand helpsboth international and Ameri¬ 
can students at the University of South Caro¬ 
lina create a connection and long-lasting 


friendships. Everyone atthe University of South 
Carolina hasthe opportunity to sign up if they 
would like to become a domestic buddy and 
afterwards, they will get paired up with some¬ 
one who has "matched" with them. Which is, 
usually an international buddy. The matching 
is based upon availability, personal interests, 
age and gender. The Buddies Beyond Bor¬ 
ders program does have requirements and 
expectations that each student needs to 
consider before signing up. I have signed up 
for the Buddies Beyond Borders upon arrival 
and gained a great friend through the pro¬ 
gram. I definitely recommend anyone who is 
currently atthe University of South Carolina to 
apply to be a domestic buddy and also in¬ 
ternational students who are going to attend 
the University of South Carolina in the future. 
It is a great opportunity to meet new people 
and get to know other cultures. 

Regarding my spring break plans, I have de¬ 


cided to drive up to Asheville fora few days. 

I have never been to North Carolina, thus I 
thought, why not take this opportunity to go 
there. Since for me, personally, I find that Co¬ 
lumbia isa lot more of a "city life". Therefore, I 
wanted to get away fora while and go more 
into the nature aspect. Today, I went to the 
Blue Ridge Parkway and decided to go on 
a hike there. I visited the Graveyard Fields I 
loved it. The only downside of the hike was 
that, because there was some slight rainfall 
yesterday, some of the trails were a bit mud¬ 
dy. Moreover, I love the downtown area and 
the breweries in Asheville. Tomorrow I will go 
spend the day atthe Biltmore, which isa pop- 
ularattraction in Asheville. 

Foreveryone who are also currently on spring 
break, I hope you all are having a greattime 
and be safe! In my next article, I will continue 
to update you with all my adventures as an 
exchange studentabroad. □ 



Louedska Maduro, 25 years old, is currently a third-year student at the University of Aruba in the program of Orga¬ 
nization, Governance and Management. Louedska takes part in an exchange abroad during the spring semes¬ 
ter. She is now attending the University of South Carolina for the upcoming four months and will take this experi¬ 
ence as her inspiration for her column Student Affairs. The column will be in the newspaper every other Thursday. 
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In a September 2016 photo, 
Yale's women's head soccer 
Coach Rudy Meredith gives 
pointers to players during a 
scrimmage in Ocala, Fla. 

Associated Press 

A twist in 
the usual 
college 
sports 
scandal 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 

The latest federal probe 
into the seamy underbelly 
of college athletics uncov¬ 
ered just the opposite of 
what we usually expect: 
Instead of paying recruits 
to attend schools, coach¬ 
es and top athletic officials 
at some of America's fin¬ 
est universities were selling 
spots on their rosters to the 
highest bidder. 

Those spots in sports like 
rowing, sailing and soc¬ 
cer didn't come cheap. 
In changing 50 people in 
indictments unveiled Tues¬ 
day, prosecutorssaid some 
very rich people paid some 
very big money — up to 
$6.5 million in one case — 
to get their kids into places 
like Stanford, the University 
of Southern California and, 
yes, even Yale. That might 
ordinarily not seem much 
like a crime, since a good 
college can be expensive. 
But these parents weren't 
exactly sending checks to 
the registrar's office. 

Continued on Page 22 







©.delllBsckham Jr.Itradedto Cleveland Browns 


In this Oct. 28, 2018, file photo. New York Giants wide receiver Odell Beckham Jr. (13) makes a one handed catch against Wash¬ 
ington Redskins safety D.J. Swearinger (36) and linebacker Josh Harvey-Clemons (40) during an NFL football game, in East Ruther¬ 
ford, N.J. No longer a punching bag, the Browns are punching back. 

Associated Press 
Page 18 
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Giants trade Beckham to Brawns, Jets get Be II 



In this Oct 22, 2017, file photo, PHtsbuigh Steeleis tunning back LeVeon Bell (26) canieslhe ball 
during an NR.football game againstthe Cincinnati Bengalsin Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


By BARRY VUIWER 
APPro Football Writer 

While the free agency 
spending frenzy runs wild, 
the Giants and Browns 
found a way to overshad¬ 
ow it Tuesday night: a trade 
of Odell Beckham J r. 

Not to be outdone, howev¬ 
er, the J ets got the guy at 
the top of their free agen¬ 
cy list, agreeing with for¬ 
mer Steelers running back 
Le'Veon Bellona dealeaify 
Wednesday morning. 

Ihe Giantsare sending their 
star receiver to Cleveland 
for first- and second-round 
draft picks in April and 
safety J a brill Peppers in the 
second blockbuster trade 
in four days. On Saturday, 
Pittsburgh sent unhappy 
wideout Antonio Brown 
to Oakland, a deal Brown 
forced. 

Beckham is the NFL's high¬ 
est-paid receiver: he got a 
five-year, $90 million exten¬ 
sion last August. He comes 
off two injury-plagued sea¬ 
sons, but when healthy is a 
game-breaking target, just 
like Brown. 

Ihe two trades become 
official Wednesday when 
the league's business 
year begins. People with 
knowledge of the moves 
told The Associated Press 
of the trades, speaking 
anonymously because the 
transactions can't be an¬ 
nounced until after 4 p.m. 
EDTo n Wed nesd a y. 
Beckham is known for his 
gravity-defying catches 
and breakaway skills, but 
also for being tempera¬ 
mental. He was suspended 
forone game in 2015 for his 
on-field battles with comer- 
back Josh Norman, then 
with Carolina. 

Cleveland suddenly looks 
like a force in an AFC 
North in which both Balti¬ 
more and Pittsburgh have 
been weakened in the 
offseason. With Beckham 
reunited with receiver Jar¬ 
vis Landry, a teammate at 
LSU, it gives quarterback 
BakerMayfield two top tar¬ 
gets. The Browns, who went 
7-8-1 last season after not 
winning a game in 2017, 
haven't made the playoffs 
since 2002 . 

The mega-trade came 
hours after another busy 
day of dealmaking. 


"The money flowed out of 
New J ersey, with the J ets 
agreeing Tuesday to con¬ 
tracts with three players: 
wide receivers Jamison 
Crowder and Josh Bel¬ 
lamy, and linebacker C.J. 
Mosley. The team also will 
re-sign comerback Darryl 
Roberts and defensive end 
Henry Anderson. 

But the big news came 
when the Jets and Bell 
agreed on a deal. ESPN first 
reported the signing, say¬ 
ing the contract is for four 
years and $52.5 million. 

The deal gives new coach 
Adam Gase and second- 
yea r qua rterback Sam Dar- 
nold a big-time playmaker, 
arguably the best player 
at his position before Bell 
opted to sit out all of last 
season rather than sign a 
franchise tender with Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

Bell has rushed for 5,336 
yards and 35 touchdowns, 
and has 312 catches for 
2,660 yards and seven 
scores as one of the most 
versatile and dangerousof- 
fensive players in the NFL 
"I'm back in the green 
baby,"the former Michigan 
State star wrote on Twitter. 
"Let's get it." 

It streamed out of Green 
Bay, with the Packers get¬ 
ting deals with edge rusher 
Zb'Darius Smith, linebacker 
Preston Smith, safety Adrian 


Amos and offensive line¬ 
man Billy Turner. The Pack¬ 
ers also cut veteran line- 
backerNick Perry. 

And it poured out of Oak¬ 
land once more when the 
Raiders kept their vault 
open and agreed to a four- 
year contract with safety 
LamarcusJ oyner.The Raid¬ 
ers previously made big 
moves on offense by trad¬ 
ing forBrown and agreeing 
to a deal with tackle Trent 
Brown. 

Given the "legaltampering" 
freedom the league now 
allowsfortwo days, well, let 
Ravens general manager 
Eric DeCosta describe the 
mayhem. 

"Unfortunately for us, the 
market is irrational at times 
and we can't be held re¬ 
sponsible for what other 
teams want to pay," De- 
Costa said. "All we can do 
is try to negotiate in good 
faith with agents and the 
players." 

JETS 

The Jets had more than 
$82.5 million to spend in 
free agency, and they are 
spending it. They thought 
they also had an agree¬ 
ment with Vikings lineback¬ 
er Anthony Barr, but he 
opted instead to return to 
Minnesota. 

Not that the J ets fell short in 
adding talent. The 26-year- 
old Mosley isa four-time Pro 


Bowl linebacker who will 
get a reported five years 
and $85 million, including a 
whopping $51 million guar¬ 
anteed. Mosley has had at 
least 100 tackles in every 
season but 2016, when he 
missed two games with an 
injury and finished with 92. 
He will be a centerpiece of 
new defensive coordinator 
Gregg Williams' unit. 

In dire need of receiv¬ 
ers for Damold, New York 
is adding the 26-year-old 
Crowder as a playmak¬ 
ing slot receiver. Crowder, 
whose deal reportedly is for 
three years and $28.5 mil¬ 
lion, had 221 catches for 
2,628 yards and 14 touch¬ 
downs in four seasons with 
Washington. He was limited 
to nine games last season 
because of an ankle injury. 
Bellamy has 76 career 
catches for 999 yards and 
five touchdowns, and is 
also a special teams con¬ 
tributor. He spent the last 
five years with Chicago. 
PACKERS 

The defensive signings 
should improve a unit that 
ranked 18th in the NFL in 
2018. 7a 'Darius Smith is 
getting the biggest deal: 
$66 million over four years 
with $34.5 million in the 
first two years, according 
to his agency, SportsTrust 
Advisors. The 28-year-old 
Smith led the Ravens with 


8Vi sacks last season — in¬ 
cluding three in one game 
against Tennessee — and 
hasl 8 V 2 in his 58-game ca¬ 
reer. 

Preston Smith agreed to a 
$52 million, four-year con¬ 
tract with $16 million guar¬ 
anteed. For Amos, it is a 
$37 million, four-year con¬ 
tract. Amos, 25, started all 
16gamesforthe NFC North 
rival Chicago Bears last 
season and had two inter¬ 
ceptions 

Turner gets a $28 million, 
four-yea rcontract. 

RAIDERS 

Joyner becomes the first 
major addition on defense 
in Oakland. He played 
last season on a franchise 
tag for the Rams, earning 
$11.3 million. But Los An¬ 
geles signed Eric Weddle 
last week to be J oyner's re¬ 
placement. 

The 28-year-old Joyner 
was originally a second- 
round pick by the Rams in 
2014and played 67games 
over five seasons with the 
franchise. He hasfourinter- 
ceptionsand 25passesde- 
fensed in his career. 
RAVENS 

It'sbeena difficult two days 
for the Ravens. 7a 'Darius 
Smith, Mosley, Weddle and 
long-time star Terrell Suggs 
(Cardinals) all departed 
from their top-ranked de¬ 
fense. 

'We see good young play¬ 
ers leave usevery year,"De- 
Costa said. 'We've tried to 
adjust overtime, but I think 
now isa great opportunity 
forusto become financial¬ 
ly responsible, to get con¬ 
trol over the salary cap to 
understand the concept of 
right player, right price.'□ 
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James scores 36, Lake is end 
5-game skid by beating Bulls 



Los Angeles Lakeis forward LeBron J ames (23) dunks in iiont of 
Chicago Bullsguaid Kris Dunn during the second half of an NBA 
basketball game Tuesday, Match 12,2019, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — LeBron 
James had 36 points and 

10 rebounds, and the Los 
Angeles Lakers overcame 
a 20-point deficit to beat 
the Chicago Bulls 123-107 
on Tuesday night and end 
a five-game losing streak. 
James played 33 minutes 
and showed no signs of 
letting up with the Lakers 
barely hanging on in the 
playoff race. He took over 
after the Lakers' 14-point 
lead was cut to four with 
8:38 left, making a jumper 
and then on the next pos¬ 
session going through the 
lane fora thunderousdunk. 
James didn't stop there, 
hitting a 3-pointer over 
7-footer Robin Lopez and 
capping it off when Josh 
Hart passed the ball off the 
backboard to J ames, who 
finished with a reverse dunk 
to put the Lakers up 115-101 
with 5 minutes remaining. 
Kyle Kuzma added 21 
points after missing two 
games with an ankle injury. 
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope 
scored 24 points off the 
bench for the Lakers, who 
outscored the Bulls43-24 in 
the third quarter. 

Lopez had 20 points and 
seven rebounds, and Otto 
PorterJ r. finished with 19 for 
the Bulls 

BUCKS 130, PELICANS 
113 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo 
scored 24 points and Mil¬ 
waukee used a 45-point 
third quarter to pull away 
from New Orleans. 

Khris Middleton had 23 
points, Malcolm Brogdon 
added 18,and Eric Bledsoe 
and former Pelicans for¬ 
ward Nikola Mirotic each 
scored 14 for the Bucks 
Brook Lopez finished with 
13. 

Elfrid Payton had his sec¬ 
ond consecutive triple¬ 
double forthe Pelicans, fin¬ 
ishing with 14 points, a ca¬ 
reer-high 15 rebounds and 

11 assists He is the first New 
Orleans player to have a 
triple-double in consecu¬ 
tive games since Chris Paul 
in 2008. 

Julius Randle scored 23 
points and Anthony Davis 


had 21 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds. 

76ERS106, CAVAUERS 99 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Ben 
Simmons scored 26 points, 
Joel Embiid had 19 re¬ 
bounds and made some 
big plays down the stretch, 
and Philadelphia held off 
Cleveland. 

Collin Sexton led the Cava¬ 
liers with 26 points, includ¬ 
ing a layup with 3:10 left 
that pulled Cleveland with¬ 
in one. Cedi Osman added 
18and putthe Cavsahead 
97-96 with under 3 minutes 
to go as boos rained down 
in Philly. 

But Mike Scott responded 
with a 3-pointer to putthe 
76ers back ahead. And af¬ 
ter Simmons made a free 
throw and J ordan Clarkson 
a layup forCleveland, Em¬ 
biid followed his own miss 
with a thunderous dunk 
to give the Sixers a 102-99 
lead with under a minute 
left. 

Embiid, playing in his sec¬ 
ond game after missing 
eight straight with a sore left 
knee, had a block on the 
other end and then made 
four straight free throws to 
seal the win as "MVP! MVP!" 
chants replaced the boos. 
SPURS 112, MAVERIC KS105 
DALLAS (AP) — DeMar 
DeRozan scored 33 points, 
LaMarcus Aldridge added 
28 and San Antonio beat 
Da lla s. 

DeRozan and Aldridge had 
identical ll-for-19 shoot¬ 
ing lines from the field and 
combined to go 17 of 17 
from the foul line. Ihe Spurs 
led from the middle of the 
first quarter on in winning 
their sixth in a row. Dallas 
lost its sixth stra ig ht a nd 11th 
in 12 games. 

Derrick White added 23 
points and seven assists for 
San Antonio. 

Jalen Brunson scored a 
career-high 34 points for 
the Mavericks and Dwight 
Powell added 20. 

PACERS 103, KNICKS98 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Bo- 
jan Bogdanovic scored 24 
points and Darren Collison 
made two free throws 19.5 
seconds left to help Indi¬ 
ana slip past New York. 
Indiana snapped its two- 


game losing streak and 
remained tied with Phila¬ 
delphia forthe No. 3 spot 
in the Eastern Conference. 
Collison finished with 16 
points. 

New York lost its seventh 
straight despite getting 21 
points from Emmanuel Mu- 
diay and 18 from Damy- 
ean Dotson. "The Knicksalso 
have lost six straight in the 
series. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 125, C UPPERS 
104 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — CJ 
McCollum scored 35 points, 
J usuf Nurkic and Damian 
Liliard added 20 apiece 
and Portland snapped Los 
Angeles' five-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

McCollum, who was 12 of 
21 from the field and made 
six3-pointers,tookcontrolof 
the game during the fourth 
quarter as the Trail Blazers 
broke things open with a 
21-5 run. Portland led 95-94 
with 8:50 remaining before 
going on a 15-3 spurt that 
included 13 straight points 
by McCollum, including 
three 3-pointers. 


The Clippers — who were 
on the end of back-to- 
backgames— led formost 
of the first 30 minutes be¬ 
fore the Trail Blazers went 
on an 11-3 run to go up 
75-68 with 4:55 remaining 
in the third quarter. McCol¬ 
lum and Lilia rd completed 
the run with 3s. LosAngeles 
slowly crept back and was 
within one in the fourth be¬ 
fore Portland took control. 
Montrezl Harrell had 22 
points and Lou Williams 
added 18 for the Clippers, 
who had won eight of their 
previous 10. 


NUGGETS 133, UMBER- 
WOLVES 107 

DENVER (AP) — Jamal 
Murray scored 19 of his 30 
points in the second half, 
Mason Plumlee dished out 
eight of Denver's season- 
high 40 assists and the Nug¬ 
gets cruised overbanged- 
up Minnesota. Paul Millsap 
finished with 23 points, in¬ 
cluding a buzzer-beater 
from half-court to end the 
third quarter. Nikola Jokic 
added 18 points, eight re¬ 
bounds and seven assists 
to help Denversnap a two- 
game slide at Pepsi Center. 
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PROGRESSIVE OVER Afis.28/000 

PRIZE PURSE $3,300 & DOOR PRIZES. 

Full Card Starts at AFL 3600,- CASH! 

$9/AFL 16,-/Bingo Cord - Starting 1pm 


♦ V 

RESORT & CASINO 


Gaines plus the Powerball, Increase your chances to win 2X PROGRESSIVE POWERBALL. 
Buy 3 Bingo Cards Receive the 4th for $5 
Door Prizes, Snack Crioyo, Live Entertainment, 


CASINO OPENS AT 10 AM 


© 

EAGLE ADVANTAGE 


Mtfl be age IS raplay. Play responsibly. 
ww.gamhlefscrnonyTTHiLis.orf 


j.E, IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 248, ARUBA | EAGLE ADVANTAGE | (297) 527-91601 LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORTS, CASINO 


J ohnny Gaudreau powers Flames past Devils 9-4 



NewJ eisey Devils' Stefan Noesen, right; checks Calgary Harries'J ohnny Gaudieau during the first 
period of an NHLhockey game Tuesday, March 12, 2019, in Calgary, Alberta. 

Associated Hess 


By the Assoc iated Hess 
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) 

— Johnny Gaudreau had 
three goals and three as¬ 
sists, and the Calgary 
Flames scored six times in 
the third period on their 
way to a 9-4 victory over 
the New Jersey Devils on 
Tuesday night. 

Derek Ryan added two 
goalsforCalgary. Sam Ben¬ 
nett, Elias Lind holm, Mat¬ 
thew Tkachuk and Sean 
Monahan also scored. 

The Flames went ahead to 
stay on Gaudreau's pen¬ 
alty shot 1:01 into the third. 
Gaudreau finished off his 
hat trick at 12:01, convert¬ 
ing a setup from Monahan. 
Itwasthe NHL'sfirst six-point 
game since Dallas' Jamie 
Benn on Nov. 14, 2013, at 
Calgary. Gaudreau be¬ 
came the first Flames play¬ 
er to accomplish the feat 
since Al Maclnnison March 
20,1994. 

Blake Coleman, Travis 7a- 
jac, Kyle Palmieri and Ken¬ 
ny Agostino scored forNew 
J ersey, which is winless in its 
last seven (0-6-1). 

PENGUINS5, CAPITALS3 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Sidney 
Crosby scored twice dur¬ 
ing a furious second-peri¬ 
od rally and Evgeni Malkin 
picked up two assists to 
reach 1,000 career points, 
leading Pittsburgh to the 
win. 

Crosby picked up his 32nd 
and 33nd goals during a 
three-goal outburst over a 
span of 1:48 as Pittsburgh 
erased a two-goal defi¬ 
cit to take the lead on its 
way to snapping Washing¬ 
ton's seven-game winning 
strea k. J a ke G uentzel sta rt- 
ed Pittsburgh's comeback 


with his team-leading 35th 
of the season. Phil Kessel 
and Jared McCann both 
added a goal and an assist 
forthe Penguins, who have 
won six of eight. 

Jakub Vrana scored twice 
for Washington, and de¬ 
fenseman John Carlson 
collected his 11th of the 
season. Alexander Ovech¬ 
kin picked up an assist to 
become the 48th player in 
NHL history with 1,200 ca¬ 
reer points. 

CANADIENS3, RED WINGS 1 

MONTREAL (AP) — Carey 
Price made 20 saves and 
became the winningest 
goaltender in Canadiens 
history. 

It was win No. 315 for Price, 
snapping a tie with Hall of 
FamerJ acquesPla nte atop 
the team leaderboand. 

Max Domi had two goals 
and Brett Kulak also scored 


as the Canadiens (37-26-7) 
stopped a two-game slide. 
TomasTatarhad two assists 
against hisformerteam. 
Andreas Athanasiou 
scored in the third period 
for Detroit (24-36-10), which 
haswon justonce in itspast 
12 games. Jonathan Ber- 
nierstopped 33shots 
BLUE JACKETS 7, BRUINS 4 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Boone J ennerscored three 
times for his first career hat 
trick, powering Columbus 
to the win. 

The BlueJ acketsscored five 
unanswered goalsto go up 
5-1 before the Bruins came 
roaring back with three 
straight in a wild second 
period. 7a ch Werenski'sfirst 
goal in 30 games provided 
Columbus some breathing 
room, and J enner's empty- 
netter completed his hat 
trick with 47 seconds left. 


Werenski and Josh Ander¬ 
son each had a career- 
high four points on one 
goal and three assists. The 
Blue Jackets had lost four 
of six, but remain in conten¬ 
tion fora wild card in the 
Eastern Conference. 

Brad Marchand had two 
goals and an assist for Bos¬ 
ton, and Patrice Bergeron 
finished with a goal and 
an assist. The Bruins stayed 
in second place behind 
Tampa Bay in the Atlantic 
Division. 

SHARKS 5, JE154 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— J oe Pavelski scored with 
4.3 seconds left, lifting San 
Jose to the victory in a 
matchup of division lead¬ 
ers. 

Gustav Nyquist had two 
goals for San Jose (43-19- 
8), giving him three in his six 
games since being traded 


to the Sharks in late Febru¬ 
ary. Marc-Edouard Vlasic 
and Marcus Sorensen also 
scored. 

Aaron Dell made 21 saves 
as San Jose remained un¬ 
defeated in March with its 
sixth straight win. 

Mathieu Perreault had a 
goal and an assist for Win¬ 
nipeg (40-25-4), which 
dropped to 12-5-2 against 
the Pacific Division this sea¬ 
son. Andrew Copp, Bryan 
Uttle, and Kyle Connor a Iso 
scored, and Connor Helle- 
buyckstopped 31 shots. 
COYOTES 3, BLUES 1 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Richard 
Panikand Vinnie Hinostroza 
scored to help Arizona to 
the road win. 

Darcy Kuemper made 39 
saves just one night after 
he allowed fourgoalson 16 
shots before he was pulled 
during the second period 
of Arizona's 7-1 loss in Chi¬ 
cago. He haswon 10 of his 
last 12 starts to improve to 
23-16-5 this season. 

The Coyotes have won 12 
of 16 to move one point 
ahead of Minnesota forthe 
final Western Conference 
wild card. 

Jaden Schwartz scored for 
St. Louis, and Jordan Bin- 
nington stopped 19 shots. 
STARS 2, SABRES O 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Ben 
Bishop made 35 saves for 
his third straight shutout, 
leading Dallas to the vic¬ 
tory. 

Bishop extended his ca¬ 
reer-best shutout streak to 
204 minutes, 20seconds. It's 
the second-longest run for 
a Stars goaltender behind 
Ed Belfour's streak of 219 
minutes, 26 seconds that 
ran from Nov. 17-24, 2000.Q 

























SPORTS IB 1 


THURSDAY 14 MARCH 2019 



£11111113 


Jee/j Torn Safaf^. 

Drive yeur own Jeep wrangler or m Spoilage, ar me a passenger] through mo Counity side, 
explore Aruba's sucroi beaches that you would never on your own. wall present Aruba's 
total lopsino history by jeep with me island's host guides pointing out me way end stopping at the 
most iconic sites tho island has to otter, such as Indian Caves National Para, oaby Beach & 
mo re ...op I io no I loin us for a nice Sailln p & Sncrkelrng c ruise after your Jeep lour. 

Visit us at Casa del Mar, Piaya Linda, Holiday Inn Contierg^lobby desk/ beach huts, RIU Hul between Antilla & 
Palace H riel on Ihe beach, or at otir own Pelican Pier located between th e Holiday Inn & Play a Lin da Resort. ,; 
For reservations call 5B7-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 


Same tournament; new 
couise with Playeis 
moving to March 


tiger Woods laughs after putting on the fifth hole during a practice round at the Playeis Champi¬ 
onship golf tournament; Wednesday, March 13, 2019, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON AP 
Golf Writer 

P0N1E VEDRA BEACH, Ha. 
(AP) — Justin Thomas has 
played the 15th hole at 
The Players Championship 
some 20 times, but never 
this early in the year. That's 
why he turned to his cad¬ 
die for some last-minute 
advice during a practice 
round. 

"We don't have to worry 
about going through the 
fairway, right?" he asked 
J immyj ohnson. 

The field isasstrong asever, 
with everyone from the top 
50 in the world ranking in 
the 144-man field. The prize 
money is richer than ever 
at $12.5 million, with $2.25 
million going to the winner. 
And it would seem to be 
the same Stadium Course 
at the TPC Sawgrass that 
has hosted the PGA Tour's 
signature event since 1982. 
But it's not. 

A move to March changes 
everything. 

The Players Championship 
has gone green, with rye 
overseed making it lush, 
green and longer than 
when it was held in May on 
Bermuda grass that could 
be fast and fiery. The pre¬ 
vailing wind can come out 
of an entirely different di¬ 
rection, which can make 
that island green on the 
par-3 17th look a little small¬ 
er. 

"I've been between 6-iron 
and 5-iron on 17 to hit the 
shot," Tiger Woods said. 
"Not too many people 
can say that unless they've 
played in March." 

What hasn't changed is 
handicapping the field. 
The TPC Sawgrass was re¬ 
nowned in any month for 
not favoring any one style 
of golf. It has produced 


champions like Woods and 
Greg Norman, orFred Funk 
and Hal Sutton when it was 
held in March. Moved to 
May, the winners have simi¬ 
larly varied games, wheth¬ 
er it was Phil Mickelson and 
J ason Day, orTim Clarkand 
K.J .Choi. 

Woods is the only player to 
win in March and May. He 
has done a lot of things no 
one else has. 

It all starts to unfold on 
Thursday, with only 23 play¬ 
ers having experienced 
the March conditions be¬ 
fore the move to May in 
2007. Woods and Adam 
Scott are the only players 
atSawgrasswho have won 
The Players when it was in 
March. 

"I think we're in for a good 
challenge this week," Scott 
said. "It's not brutally diffi¬ 
cult, but if the wind blows, 
it'sgoing to play tough." 
Heavy rain earlier in the 
week made the fairways 
even softer and speckled 
some golf balls with mud — 
something else rarely seen 
in May — but Scott noticed 
the difference immediate¬ 
ly- 

"I hit a 5-iron into the first 
hole," he said. "I have hit 
anything but a 9-iron or a 
wedge in there forl2years. 
A lot of other holes a re like 
that, too. So if it does firm 
up a little bit, even if you're 
hitting 7-iron into the first, I 
think it's going to require 
some really good driving 
and some really good irons 
I think it'sa greattest." 
Dustin Johnson is among 
those who look forward to 
the move to March, even 
though he has only played 
this event in May. He hasn't 
played it every well, not by 
his standards or anyone 
else who has reached No. 


1 in the world and has 20 
victories for his career. 

J ohnson, coming off a five- 
shot victory in Mexico City 
three weeksago, hasnever 
finished higherthana tie for 
12th in his 10 starts. He has 
only five rounds in the 60s. 
'Just judging the distance, 
ballsgoing milesand would 
never stop in the fairways," 
Johnson said. "I feel like 
good shots weren't always 
rewarded with the way the 
course was playing. But 
yeah, I struggled. It was 
frustrating, too." 

Woods, who played nine 
holes on Tuesday and nine 


holes on Wednesday, had 
one of those moments that 
Scott described. During his 
practice round onTuesday, 
he hit a 3-wood bullet off 
the tee, just like always. But 
instead of hitting 9-iron, he 
went with a 3-iron. 

One thing hasn't changed 
as far as Woods is con¬ 
cerned. 

"It's a very simple formula 
here: Hit it good," Woods 
said. "It's not real compli¬ 
cated. 

The golf course is one that 
Pete (Dye) has set up to 
intimidate you visually. 
You have to overcome 


that part of it. And no, you 
can't really play poorly and 
win this event. I think we 
all have to accept that 
you're going to hit good 
shots, and going to get 
some weird hopes, and get 
some really, really funky lies 
whether it's off the fairway 
oraround the greens." 

No one played better last 
year than Webb Simpson, 
who built such a big lead 
in tying the 54-hole record 
that he shot a 73 in the fina I 
round — the highest Sun¬ 
day score by a PGA Tour 
winner last year — and still 
won by fourshotsO 
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Philipp Kohlschreiber, of Germany, reacts after defeating Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, at the BNP 
Raribas Open tennis tournament Tuesday, March 12, 2019 in Indian Well^, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Bad day for No. lx Djokovic, 
Osaka upset at Indian Walls 


INDIAN WELLS, Calif. (AP) 
— It was a tough day for 
seeded players at the BNP 
Paribas Open on Tuesday, 
with Novak Djokovic and 
Naomi Osaka, the world's 
top-ranked players, ush¬ 
ered out in the desert. 
Djokovic and Philipp 
Kohlschreiberresumed their 
third-round match that was 
suspended because of rain 
a night earlier. The unseed¬ 
ed Genoan knocked off 
the five-time tournament 
champion 6-4, 6-4. 

Osaka lost to Belinda Ben- 
cic 6-3, 6-1 in just over an 
hour in the fourth round of 
the first title defense of her 
career. 

"She sort of came out there 
really aggressive," Osaka 
said. 'She sort of knew what 
she wanted to do more 
than me." 

Since Osaka won the title 
at Indian Wells a year ago, 
she won the U.S and Aus¬ 
tralian Opens Her triumph 
in Australia made her No. 
1 for the first time, but her 
time at the top has been 
rocky. Osaka fired her 
coach and lost in the first 
round in Dubai before tak¬ 
ing on a new coach, Jer¬ 
maine Jenkins, who came 
on court during the match. 
"It's always a bit tricky when- 
everyou change someone 
in the team, but I feel like 


for a first tournament we 
did really well," Osaka said. 
'We communicate well, so I 
think that's a really big plus 
I don't think it's going to be 
difficult." 

On Tuesday, the 23nd- 
ranked Bencic served and 
returned better. 

Venus Williams reached 
the quarterfinals with a 6-4, 
6-4 win over Mona Barthel. 
She'll next face No. 8 An- 
gelique Kerber, who beat 
No. 9 Aryna Sabalenka 6-1, 
4-6, 6-4. 

"I haven't played that 
muc h, so I wa nted to ma ke 
it count," said Williams, 
who is ranked No. 36 and 
expects to play about 12 
tournaments this year. "I 
need to do what I want, 
and what I want is to play 
the tournaments I want to 
play." 

Ihe bottom half of the 
men's draw still includes 
No. 2 seed Rafael Nadal 
and fourth-seeded Roger 
Federer, both of whom 
breezed to victory. 

Nadal eased by25th-seed- 
ed Diego Schwartzman 
6-3, 6-1, while Federer de¬ 
feated Swiss countryman 
Stan Wawrinka 6-3, 6-4. 
'Overall it's not been easy 
playing Stan," Federer said. 
"He feels the same way, so 
that's very awkward some¬ 
times" Djokovic owned an 


8-1 record against Kohlsch¬ 
reiber, who beat a No. 1 
player for the first time. 
Kohlschreiber liked the 
weather — sunshine and 
temperatures in the low 70s 
— much better than the 
cold and rain on Tuesday 
nig ht. 

"I liked my chances more 
at night against Kohlsch¬ 
reiber, but it wasn't to be 
last night," Djokovic said. 
"Completely different con¬ 
ditions today. I congratu¬ 
late him for playing tacti¬ 
cally really well and getting 
me out of my comfort zone. 
He deserved to win." 

Ihe 35-year-old German 
started thinking he had a 
chance early in the first set 
when he survived a handful 
of break pointson his serve. 
"I would say after 3-all in 
the first set I felt like getting 
closer to the set, holding 
my service games, which 
is not easy against Novak, 
because he's such a great 
returner," Kohlschreiber 
said. "I know from that point 
on it's going to be a very in¬ 
teresting match." 

Djokovic was just 1 for 5 on 
break-point opportunities. 
Kohlschreiber converted 
three of hisfourchances 
Next up for Kohlschreiber 
is Gael Monfils, who owns 
a 13-2 record against the 
German.Q 



U.S Attorney for District of Massachusetts Andrew belling an¬ 
nounces indictments in a sweeping college admissions bribery 
scandal, during a news conference, Tuesday, March 12, 2019, 
in Boston. 

Associated ness 


SCANDAL 

Continued from Rage 17 

They were paying bribes, 
not tuition, and every spot 
they managed to secure 
for their kid at a top col¬ 
lege meant another kid far 
more deserving would not 
be admitted. 

Just rich people enjoy¬ 
ing the privilege of being 
rich. Nothing to see here 
or at least there wasn't un¬ 
til those indicted began 
showing up for their perp 
walks at courtrooms later 
Tuesday. 

Corruption in college 
sports is hardly surprising, 
of course. J ust last week a 
federal judge in New York 
sentenced three men in 
a recruiting fraud case to 
prison forconspiring to pay 
mo ney the othe r wa y — to 
families of basketball re¬ 
cruits they wa nted for va ri- 
ousschools, and a second 
trial next month promises 
to highlight even more mis¬ 
deeds. That scandal drew 
the usual hand-wringing 
about pay to play and the 
sordid influence big money 
has in big college athletics. 
The NCAA, as is its wont, 
appointed a commission 
headed by former Secre¬ 
tary of State Condoleezza 
Rice to study the matter, 
with predictable results. 

But no one could say they 
saw this coming. The sports 
were minor, but the money 
was major. The women's 
water polo coach at USC 
was charged with taking 
$250,000 to say two stu¬ 
dents applying for admis¬ 
sion were recruits for the 
team so they could get 
into the school. The sail¬ 
ing coach at Stanford ad¬ 
mitted he, too, accepted 


$270,000 to falsely promote 
two students as prospec¬ 
tive sailors so they would 
be admitted to the school. 
And at Yale, former wom¬ 
en's soccercoach Rudolph 
Meredith is charged with 
taking $400,000 to declare 
a Yale applicant a recruit 
even though he knew she 
didn't play soccer. The in¬ 
dictments also allege that 
Meredith met with the fa¬ 
ther of another Yale appli¬ 
cant last April in a Boston 
hotel room and offered her 
a recruit designation for 
$450,000. The money was 
enormous, which makes 
the scandal tasty enough. 
But this one has a bit of ev¬ 
erything, from Hollywood 
actresses to Vegas casino 
executives to New York fi¬ 
nanciers. And, interestingly 
enough, some kids who 
had no idea their parents 
were buying theirwayin. 
The sheer breadth of the 
case is staggering, though 
some of the ways used to 
manipulate the system 
weren't exactly Ivy League 
worthy. In some caseshead 
shots were photo-shopped 
onto athlete bodies, while 
in others stories were simply 
made up a bout tea ms kids 
played on — one wascon- 
veniently in China — and 
awardsthey won. 

Then again, the scheme in 
the other FBI probe of col¬ 
lege sports wasn't exactly 
rocket science either. And 
there were plenty of willing 
accomplices among ma¬ 
jor colleges, according to 
testimony in the New York 
trial that showed schools 
lined up to ply the families 
of some players with up to 
$150,000 to get them to 
their sc hool.Q 











WDA* 


SPORTS IB 3 


THURSDAY 14 MARCH 2019 


Iditarod winner's journey began asa boy rac ing sled dogs 



SLED D ) i RACE 

CHAMPION 



Peter Kaiser (9) poses with his lead dogs, Morrow, left; and Lucy., Wednesday, March 13,2019, in 
Nome, Alaska, afterwinning the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. 

Associated Press 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 

— A young Pete Kaiser had 
the drive to leam about 
racing sled dogs and the 
family and community to 
support his passion. Years 
later, he won his first Iditar¬ 
od Trail Sled Dog Race. 
Growing up, Kaiser had 
plenty of sled dogs to 
choose from at his parents' 
kennel in Bethel, a rural 
community in southwest 
Alaska. He got his first taste 
of success as a senior in 
high school when he won 
a 65-mile (105-kilometer) 
race. From there, the com¬ 
petitions and prizes kept 
getting bigger. 

On Wednesday, the 
31-year-old captured the 
crowning glory in the sport, 
the Iditarod, a grueling test 
against the wildest terrain 
Alaska has to offer. Kaiser 
crossed the finish line in the 
Gold Rush town of Nome 
after beating back a chal¬ 
lenge from the defending 
champion, Joar Ulsom of 
Norway. 

Ulsom finished the race 
just 12 minutes after Kaiser, 
who took 9 days, 12 hours, 
39 minutes and 6 seconds 
to complete the 1,000-mile 
(1,600-kilometer) journey 
over two mountain ranges, 
along the frozen Yukon Riv¬ 
er and a cross the treacher¬ 
ous, wind-swept Bering Sea 
coast. 

It's Kaiser's first Iditarod vic¬ 
tory in his 10th try. He said 
he wasn't sure what made 
everything come together 
for him this year. 

'Just years of knowledge 
gained and trying to put it 
all togetherto have a bet¬ 
ter race, better dog team 
this year — every little de¬ 
tail coming into play," he 


said in a post-victory inter¬ 
view televised from the fin¬ 
ish line. 

Kaiser became the fifth 
Alaska Native and first 
Yupik musher to win the 
world's most famous sled 
dog race. 

Veteran Iditarod musher 
Mike Williams Sr. has been 
friends with the Kaiser fam¬ 
ily and watched Pete's ca¬ 
reer progress. His victory 
lifts up not only the Yupik 
people but all southwest 
Ala ska, Willia ms sa id. 

"It's going to make 35,000 
people proud," Williams 
said. "I think he's going to 
be a great representative 
for us." 

A large group of residents 
from Bethel, Kaiser's home¬ 
town, flew in to see his vic¬ 
tory. Alaska Native dancers 


and drummers performed 
near the finish line as they 
waited for Kaiser to arrive, 
even though it was past 3 
a.m. 

Kaiser called the support 
"extremely humbling, and 
it motivates me every day 
to perform to my best, and 
ljustwantto thankthemfor 
coming out here tonight." 
When he was young, Kai¬ 
ser went to races like the 
Kuskokwim 300, an annual 
mid-distance race in Beth¬ 
el, to leam everything he 
could from the mushers. 
That includes Ed Iten, a vet¬ 
eran musher whose best 
Iditarod finish was second 
place in 2005. 

"He was a young boy 
then and came over and 
helped me feed the dogs," 
Iten said. 'Then he went 


from helping out when I 
was in Bethel feeding my 
dogs to eventually whip¬ 
ping my butt in the Kusko 
300, so he'sa quickstudy." 
Kaiser, who counts Iten as 
his mentor, went on to win 
four Kuskokwim 300 races 
"It just couldn't be better," 
Iten sa id of Ka set's Id ita rod 
victory. 'We've been wait¬ 
ing forthis. There's been no 
doubt in my mind that he 
was going to get it sooner 
or later." 

Dogs a re in the Kaiser fam¬ 
ily's blood. Pete's father, 
Ron, raced dogs for a few 
yeansand then keptan ac¬ 
tive kennel. His mother, J a- 
net, managed the Kuskok¬ 
wim 300. 

Kaiser, who is married with 
two children, mushes in the 
winter and gets seasonal 


summer jobs on top of 
managing the kennel. 

Sled dog races don't have 
lucrative jackpots — Kaiser 
picked up about $50,000 
and a new truekforwinning 
the world'spremiercompe- 
tition. The prize money is 
down about $20,000 from 
what the 2017 winner re¬ 
ceived. 

This year's race wasmarked 
by the stunning collapse 
of Frenchman Nicolas Pe¬ 
tit, who was seemingly 
headed for victory as late 
as Monday. He had a five- 
hourlead until hisdog team 
stopped running. 

Petit said one dog was 
picking on another during 
a rest break, and he yelled 
atthe dog to knockitoff. At 
that point, the entire team 
refused to run. He had to 
withdraw. 

Fifty-two mushers began 
this year's race. Petit was 
among 10 who withdrew. 
The 2019 race came during 
a bruising two-year stretch 
for the Iditarod that includ¬ 
ed a dog doping scandal 
and the loss of national 
sponsors amid protests by 
animal rights activists. 
People forthe Ethical Treat¬ 
ment of Animals is the big¬ 
gest critic. 

"Hundreds of dogs (includ¬ 
ing six from Pete Kaiser's 
team) were so sick, ex¬ 
hausted, or injured that 
they were pulled from the 
race, forcing the ones re¬ 
maining to work even hard¬ 
er, struggling on in what is 
a grueling test — not of hu¬ 
man endurance but of a 
dog's ability to survive ex¬ 
treme cruelty," PE1A Execu¬ 
tive Vice President Tracy 
Reiman said in a statement 
a fte r Ka ise ris vie to ryO 


Tony Sbewa it headlines new nomineesforNASC ARHa II of Fa me 


By J ENNA FRYER 
APAuto Racing Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 

Three-time NASCAR cham¬ 
pion Tony Stewart head¬ 
lined the six new nominees 
eligible for induction into 
the NASCAR HaII of Fame. 
Stewart joined NeilBonnett, 
a popular member of the 
"Alabama Gang,"two-time 
Xfinity Series champion 
Sam And, former Daytona 
500 winner Marvin Panch, 


short-track racer Jim Pas¬ 
chal and mechanic Red 
Vogtasthe new nominees 
Kirk She Imerdine, crew chief 
for four championships with 
Hall of Famer Dale Earn¬ 
hardt, was dropped from 
the ballot after only one 
year. There are 20 nomi¬ 
nees and five are elected 
each year. 

NASCAR also announced 
three new nominees forthe 
Landmark Award given for 


outstanding contributions 
to the sport. It meant Ja¬ 
net Guthrie was eliminated 
from the list a fte rone year. 
Guthrie wasthe firstwoman 
to compete in the India¬ 
napolis 500 as well as the 
Daytona 500, and her sixth- 
place finish at Bristol Motor 
Speedway in 1977 is shared 
with Danica Patrick forthe 
top finish by a female in 
NASCAR's top series in the 
modem era. 


Three new nominees were 
added to the Landmark 
Award list and they were 
Edsel Ford II of Ford Mo¬ 
tor Co., Pocono Raceway 
founder Dr. J oseph Mattioli 
and Mike Helton, the first 
non-France family mem¬ 
ber to be named NASCAR 
President. 

The 24-person nominating 
committee includes eight 
NASCAR executives, as 
wellasLesa France Kenne¬ 


dy, who is listed among 13 
trackownersand operators 
with voting power.Q 
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Atage 30, World Wide Web is 'notthe web we wanted' 





_ J 



In this Tuesday, J une 23, 2015 file photo, English computer scientist Tim Bemeis-Lee, best known 
as the inventor of the World VUde Web, attends the Cannes Lions 2015, International Advertising 
Festival in Cannes* southern Fiance. 

Associated Press 


By J AMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — At the ripe 
old age of 30and with half 
the globe using it, the Wo rid 
Wide Web is facing grow¬ 
ing pains with issues like 
hate speech, privacy con¬ 
cerns and state-sponsored 
hacking, its creator says, 
trumpeting a call to make 
it betterfor humanity. 

"fim Bemers-Lee on Tuesday 
joined a celebration of the 
Web and reminisced about 
his invention at CERN, the 
European Organization for 
Nuclear Research, start¬ 
ing with a proposal pub¬ 
lished on March 12, 1989. It 
opened the way to a tech¬ 
nological revolution that 
has transformed the way 
people buy goods, share 
ideas, get information and 
much more. 

It's also become a place 
where tech titans scoop up 
personal data, rival gov¬ 
ernments spy and seek to 
scuttle elections, and hate 
speech and vitriol have 
thrived — taking the Web 
farfrom itsrootsasa space 
for progress-odented minds 
to collaborate. 

As of late 2018, half of the 
world was online, with the 
other half often struggling 
to secure access. 

Speaking at a 'Web@30" 
conference at CERN, Bem¬ 


ers-Lee acknowledged that 
a sense among many who 
are already on the Web 
has become: 'Whoops! 
The web is not the web we 
wanted in every respect." 
His World Wide Web Foun¬ 
dation wants to enlist gov¬ 
ernments, companies, and 
citizens to take a greater 
role in shaping the web for 
good under principles laid 
out in its 'Contract for the 
Web." 

Under the contract, gov¬ 
ernments are called upon 
to make sure everyone can 


connect to the internet, to 
keep it available and to re¬ 
spect privacy. Companies 
are to make the internet 
affordable, respect privacy 
and develop technology 
that will put people — and 
the "public good" — first. 
Citizens are to create and 
to cooperate and respect 
"civil discourse," among 
otherthings. 

'The Contract for the Web 
is about sitting down in 
working groups with other 
people who signed up, 
and to say, 'Ok, let's work 


out whatthisreally means,"' 
Bemers-Lee said. It was un¬ 
clear, however, how such 
ruleswould be enforced. 
Bemers-Lee cautioned it 
was important to strike a 
balance between over¬ 
sight and freedom but diffi¬ 
cult to agree what it should 
be. 

'Where is the balance be¬ 
tween leaving the tech 
companies to do the right 
thing and regulating them? 
Where is the balance be¬ 
tween freedom of speech 
and hate speech?"he said. 


The conference, which 
brought together internet 
and tech experts, also gave 
CERN the chance to show¬ 
case its reputation as an 
open-source incubator of 
ideas. Bemers-Lee worked 
there in the late 1980s, and 
had been determined to 
help bridge a communica¬ 
tions and documentation 
gap among different com¬ 
puter platforms. 

As a young English software 
engineer at CERN, Bemers- 
Lee, who is now 63, came 
up with the idea for hyper¬ 
text transfer protocol — the 
"http" that adorns web ad¬ 
dresses— and other build¬ 
ing blocksforthe web. 

The "http" system allowed 
text and small images to 
be retrieved through a 
piece of software — the 
first browser — which Ber¬ 
ners-Lee released in 1990 
and is considered the start 
of the web. In practice, the 
access to a browser on a 
home computer made the 
internet easily accessible to 
consumers for the first time. 
Speaking to reporters on 
Monday, Bemers-Lee re¬ 
called how his research 
was helped by his former 
bossatCERN, Mike Sendall, 
who wanted a pretext to 
buy a then-new Next com¬ 
puter by Steve J obs' Apple 
needed for his research 


Spotify files antitrust complaint to EU against Apple 



Spotify 


This March 20, 2018 file photo shows the Spotify app on an iRad 
in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


By KELVIN CHAN 
LONDON (AP) — Swedish 
music site Spotify has com¬ 
plained to European Union 
regulators about Apple 
for allegedly abusing its 
dominant position in music 
streaming and stifling com¬ 
petition. 

Spotify founder Daniel Ek 
said Wednesday that the 
company has filed a for¬ 
mal antitrust complaint 
with the executive Euro¬ 
pean Commission against 
Apple —a move thatadds 
to the debate about how 
to rein in the power of big- 
tech. 

Writing in a blog post , Ek 
said Apple is acting "as 
both a player and referee 
to deliberately disadvan¬ 
tage other app develop¬ 
ers" by bringing in new rules 


to its App Store that inten¬ 
tionally limit choice and 
constrain innovation. 

The company takes issue 
with how Apple acts as a 


gatekeeperto the internet 
by controlling important 
platforms such as its iOS 
mobile operating system 
and the App Store, while 


also competing against 
services like Spotify with its 
Apple Music service. 
Apple's media team in Brit¬ 
ain did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. The European 
Commission said it has re¬ 
ceived Spotify's complaint, 
which it is assessing under 
its "standard procedures" 
Spotify's beef with Apple 
centers on a 30 percent 
tax it and other digita I ser- 
viceshave to pay whenev- 
erthey use Apple's"in-app" 
payment system to pro¬ 
cess user purchases such 
asupgrading subscriptions. 
The charge makes Spo¬ 
tify's premium member¬ 
ship more expensive than 
Apple Music, so the com¬ 
pany said it refuses to use 
the system. But if it shuns 


Apple's payment system, 
Spotify alleges that Apple 
blocks app upgrades or 
stops it from working with 
Apple services like Siri as- 
sista nt. 

U.S. tech giants have al¬ 
ready come under intense 
scrutiny from EU authorities 
for their behavior. Apple 
was ordered in 2016 to re¬ 
pay $15 billion in taxes to 
Ireland by EU competition 
commissioner Margrethe 
Vestager, who has also 
slapped Google with multi- 
b illio n-d o lla r a ntitrust fines. 
Spotify and German rival 
Deezerwere among Euro¬ 
pean tech industry players 
that issued a joint letter last 
yearcalling on EU ministers 
to get tougher on unfair 
business practices by U.S. 
tech giants.Q 
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Bubali # 113c 
BBedrw/additional 
guest studio 
Semidetached home 



Caya Ritmo # 35 
4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 



Oceania #213 
2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo* 



Tamarijn $ 59 
4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 


For any information on one of our 

Featured Homes for SALE 

Please contact us at: 

(297) 733 4663 - phone 
info@arubahomeminders.com - email 
www.arubahomeminders.com - website 



Jardines Del Mar# 12 Opal # 223 Surfside Res* 
2Bed/2*5 Bath townhome 4Bed/3*5Bath w/ lock off 
w pool view in gated apartment 
community 


Rooi Santo # 25m 
4Bed/4Bath home with 
pool, jacuzzi, gym & 
outdoor kitchen 


Salina Cerca # 37b Oceania Residence #513 

5Bed home with lush gardens 2Bed/2Bath Ocean front 
& large private pool Penthouse condo w/ jacuzzi 

Close to the Marriott Resort & private rooftop patio 



US stocks rise, led by technology and healthcare 



Traders gather at the post that handles Oakbee Capital Group 
on the floor of the New Yoik Stock Exchange, Wednesday, 
March 13, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DAMIANJ.TOOISE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — US. rose 
broadly in morning trading 
on Wall Street Wednesday, 
powered by technology 
and health care compa¬ 
nies, as the market pushes 
for its third straight day of 
gains. 

The broader market has 
been rebounding thisweek 
following its worst week 
since December. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
joined other indexes in 
moving higher after it was 
weighed down for several 
daysby dropsin Boeing. 
Chipmaker Nvidia added 
3.1 percent, helping to 
lead technology stocks 
higher. CVS Health rose 
3.7 percent as health care 
stocks rose broadly. Rite 
Aid climbed 3.7 percent 
after the drugstore opera- 
torannounced a manage¬ 
ment purge. 

Several government re¬ 
ports gave investors an up¬ 


beat view of the economy. 
U.S. wholesale prices barely 
increased last month af¬ 
terfalling for three straight 
months, a sign there is 
little inflation pressure in 
the economy. A report 
on orders to U.S. factories 
showed that business in¬ 
vestment rose 0.8 percent 
after two months of de¬ 
clines, marking the biggest 
gain since a 1.5 percent 
J uly bump. 

Investors are still waiting for 
detailsona potential trade 
deal between the U.S. and 
China, and the British Par¬ 
liament is set to vote on 
whetherthe country should 
crash out of the European 
Union on March 29 without 
a deal. 

KEEPING SCORE The Dow 

Jones Industrial Average 
rose 115 points, or 0.4 per¬ 
cent, to 25,666 as of 10:45 
a.m. Ihe S&amp;P 500 rose 
0.6 percent and the Nas¬ 
daq composite rose 0.6 
percent. 


RT1E AID PURGE Ihe drug¬ 
store chain rose 3.1 per¬ 
cent after it announced a 
purge of its top manage¬ 
ment and plans to cut 400 
full-time jobs. 

CEO John Stanley will step 
down when the company 
finds a replacement. Chief 
Financial Officer Da men 
Kast and Chief Operating 
OfficerKerm it Crawford are 
also among the executives 


leaving the company. 

PELTZ SEES GREEN: The Ca¬ 
nadian marijuana compa¬ 
ny Aurora Cannabis surged 
8.6 percent after it tapped 
hedge fund manager Nel¬ 
son Peltzasan adviser. 

Peltz is the CEO and a 
founding partner of Trian 
Fund Management. Au¬ 
rora said he will help the 
company explore potential 
partnerships and advise its 


global expansion plans 
BRANCHING OUT: Oak- 
tree Capital Management 
surged on news that Brook¬ 
field Asset Management is 
buying 62 percent of the 
company. The deal cre¬ 
ates a combined compa¬ 
ny with $475 billion assets 
and $2.5 billion in annual 
fee-related revenue, the 
companies said. The deal 
includes options that could 
have Brookfield owning all 
of Oaktree by 2029. 

IN IHE BAG: Vera Bradley 
surged 18.8 percent after 
beating Wall Street fore¬ 
casts for the fourth quarter 
and giving analysts a sur¬ 
prisingly good outlook for 
the year. 

The makerof luggage and 
handbags reported lower 
sales during the quarter, 
but the results still topped 
forecasts. Both revenue 
and profit forecasts for the 
current fiscal push beyond 
Wall Street expectation&Q 


US construction spending up strong 1.3 percent in J anuary 


By MARTIN CRU1SNGER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Spending on U.S. construc¬ 
tion projects in January 
posted the biggest gain in 
nine months, as strength in 
nonresidential construction 
and government projects 
offset continued weakness 
in home construction. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment says that construc¬ 
tion spending rose 1.3 per¬ 


cent in January following 
two months of declines. It 
wasthe biggest gain since 
spending was up 1.7 per¬ 
cent in April. Spending on 
residential projects fell 0.3 
percent in January, the 
sixth consecutive monthly 
decline for a sector that 
was hurt last year by rising 
mortgage ratesand higher 
home building costs 
Spending on nonresiden¬ 
tial construction increased 


0.8 percent in J anuary with 
spending on office build¬ 
ings, hotels and the cat¬ 
egory that covers shopping 
centers aII showing gains 
Spending on government 
projects jumped 4.9 per¬ 
cent, the biggest increase 
since March 2004. The J an¬ 
uary strength reflected a 
4.9 percent rise in spending 
on state and local building 
projects and a 4.2 percent 
rise in federal construction 


spending. 

It pushed total public con¬ 
struction spending to a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of $313.6 billion, the 
highest level since Septem¬ 
ber 2010. 

The 1.3percentoverallgain 
pushed total spending to a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of $1.28 trillion. 

The weakness in home 
construction in J anuary re¬ 
flected a 0.7 percent fa II in 


spending on single-family 
homes which was partially 
offset by a 1.4 percent rise 
in the smaller apartment 
sector. 

Home construction has 
been weak over the past 
year, falling at an annual 
rate of 3.5 percent in the 
fourth quarter. That helped 
lower overall growth in the 
fourth quarter to a rate of 
2.6 percent.Q 
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Mutts 




Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 3/14 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Walk by 
5 Disguises 
10 Early man 

14 Daredevil Knievel 

15 “Bye, Pierre!” 

16 Long story 

17 Easter flower 

18 Circus leader 

20 Suffix for Nepal 
or Japan 

21 Reserve a room 

22 Nourishes 

23 Pandemonium 

25 In good shape 

26 One of the 
planets 

28 Man of the cloth 

31 Go out on 
take a risk 

32 Felony 

3411/11 honoree 

36 Make a mess at 
table 

37 Check recipient 

38 Coifs mother 

39 Stealing or 
cursing 

40 Adjusted a piano 

41 Ointment 

42 Flee 

44 Bothers 

45 Fleur-de-_ 

46 Short-lived 

47 Goes on 
continues 

50 Cry 

51 WWII president 
54 Hairdresser 

57 Grow weary 

58 Give, but expect 
back 

59 _firma; dry land 

60 Decorated a 
cake 

61 Uneasy 

62 Grains planted 

63 Latest 
information 

DOWN 

1 Soccer great 

2 Rental car 
agency 

3 Choices 
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4 Devious 

5 Shade of red 

6 “Bye, Juan!" 

7 Basin 

8 Beer barrel 

9 Total 

10 Valuables 

11 Go out with 

12 Elderly 

13 Defaces 
19 Blazing 

21 Fishhook’s end 

24 Camel’s feature 

25 Renown 

26 Talk back 

27 TV’s “Kate 

28 “The _ Piper of 
Hamelin” 

29 Where to find 
Trump’s desk 

30 Cheeky 

32 Charlie Chaplin’s 
prop 

33 Bread for a 
Reuben 

35 Ball holders 

37 Baby dogs 

38 Lion’s neck hair 
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40 Contaminate 

41 Tiny cut 

43 Weather forecast 

44 Sports buildings 

46 Vandyke, for one 

47 Suffix for comfort 
or fashion 

48 Have to have 

49 “Phooey!” 


50 Metal thread 

52 Sketched 

53 Cincinnati team 

55 

Complicated”; 
Meryl Streep 
film 

56 So-so grade 

57 Cheap metal 
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Halley Time Travel 


Divi Vilage 

Sunday Check in building F 
1 BR WK # 8 & 9 Same room 
rd floor with 21 and 25 weeks 
remain 

on the contract $9000 Each 

Divi Links Golf 

Saturday Check in Eagle 15 
1 BR WK 8 & 9 with 27 
weeks remain $9000 each 
Eagle Resorts & Casino 

1 Br WK 7 Ground floor $5500 

Divi Village 

Building C Elevator 

2 BR WK 13 $14K 

3rd floor with 29/8 accelerated 
weeks remain 
Divi Links Golf 
Birdie 1 

1 BR WK 11 &12$9 Keach 

2 sd floor with 25 weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

Birdie 1 

Studio WK 11 $8 K 
2 sd floor with 27 weeks remain 
Divi Village 
Building C 

1 BR WK #14 $7500 
1 st floor with 16 weeks remain 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

Sunday Check in 

1 BR WK 11 & 12 $18 K Both 

weeks 

4th floor pool/ocean view 
Renaissance suites 
1 BR WK 9 $9 K 
4th floor harbor /ocean view 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum Weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $12 K 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $28 K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden View $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $16 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $17 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $27 K 

3 BR Ocean View $27 K 


House For Sale 

Catiri central located 

3 BR , 2 Bath, $250 K 

Barba di Jucuman street $335K 

4 BR , 3 bath , swimming pool 
Janana 

3 BR , 2 bath , 1 appartment 
$330K 

many more listings 

Private Tour To Chocolate City 
and Baby Beach, Historic sites, 
Red district service to and from 
Ambassador Wing CDM 

1 BR 2sd floor pool View $7500 

HalleyTimeTravelAruba. 

& NaturesAdventuresColombia. 
Present: Medellin 
Nature's best Mountains, 

Rivers,Jungle, 

Guatape, CityShoppingTour 
and muchmore. 
Sp/Eng/Dutch/Papiamento 
speaking Guides. 

WorldFamous HealthService 
Orientation. 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR PH WK# 11 & 12 
Building 9 7th Floor 

33 Weeks remain $25K each 
1 BR WK#11 

Building 7 3rd floor 

34 weeks remain $15 K 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk # 9 

building 13 on the 2sd floor 
with 29 weeks remain $8000 
Eagle Resorts and casino 
1 BR WK # 9 on the 5th floor 
Friday Check in Renovated room 
$7000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR 1 1/2 bath PH 

wk 8&9 14 th floor 

29 & 32 weeks remain $17,500 

each 1 br wk # 10 

Building # 8 on the 6th 

28 weeks remain $15K 


Call: 6301307 johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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For Sale By Owner: 
Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 


7/1308($18,000); 
7&8/1408($18,000/Wk.); 

8/1113 ($17,000); 

8/1409($17,000); 

9/1218($15,000); 

10/1207($15,000); 

11 &12/1419($13,000/Wk.); 

13/1509($13,000); 

14/1308($13,000);and, 

15/1217($10,000). 

(Earlier weeks available) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 992-3890 
_210950 


Eagle Tropicana Timeshares 

weeks 9&10 Unit 1558 
1 bedroom ground floor pool 
side newly renovated $10,000 
each 
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HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 

San Nicolas 


IMSAN 24 Hours 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 

Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 

Noord 

527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Ambulancia 

911 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



March 14 

Carnival Horizon 

March 19 

Celebrity Silhouette 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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U.S> regulatoisclearpathfbrgenetically modified salmon 



By CANDICE CHOI 
AP Food & Health WHter 
NEW YORK (AP) — US. reg¬ 
ulators on Friday gave the 
green light to salmon ge¬ 
netically modified to grow 
about twice as fast as nor¬ 
mal, but the company be¬ 
hind it may face legal chal¬ 
lenges before the fish can 
be sold domestically. 

"The Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration said it lifted an alert 
that had prevented Aqu- 
aBounty from importing its 
salmon eggs to its Indiana 
facility, where they would 
be grown before being sold 
asfood. The agency noted 
the salmon has already 
undergone safety reviews, 
and that it lifted its alert 
because the fish would be 
subjectto a new regulation 
that will require companies 
to disclose when a food is 
bioengineered. 

Ihe move comes despite 
a pending lawsuit filed by 
a coalition of consumer, 
environmental and fishing 
groupsthatchallenged the 
FDA's approval of the fish. 
"We think a remedy in our 
case would stop sale ofthe 
fish before they're allowed 
to be sold," said George 
Kimbrell, legal director for 
the CenterforFood Safety, 
one ofthe groupssuing the 
FDA. 

Aqua Bounty was founded 


in 1991, and it has been 
working through years of 
safety reviews and regula¬ 
tory hurdles to sell its fish in 
the United States In 2015, 
its salmon became the 
first genetically modified 
animal approved by the 
FDA for human consump¬ 
tion. But the agency sub¬ 
sequently issued an alert 
thatstopped the Maynard, 
Massachusetts-based com¬ 
pany from importing its fish 
eggs until disclosure guide¬ 
lines for genetically modi¬ 
fied foods were resolved. 
Called AquAdvantage, the 


fish is Atlantic salmon modi¬ 
fied with DNA from other 
fish species to grow faster, 
which the company says 
will help feed growing de¬ 
mand for animal protein 
while reducing costs. 

Aqua Bounty CEO Sylvia 
Wulfsaid the company ex- 
pectsto geta final certifica¬ 
tion for its Albany, Indiana, 
growing facility in the com¬ 
ing weeks. Salmon eggs 
could then be sent from 
the company's research 
and development facility 
in Canada, and would be 
harvested after about 18 


juvenile salmon raised at the 

Associated Press 

months when they reach 
10 pounds, she said. 

Wulf said it's been difficult 
to engage companies in 
sales discussions because 
Aqua Bounty didn't know 
when it could start grow¬ 
ing the fish in the United 
States. She said the salmon 
already has been sold in 
limited quantities in Cana¬ 
da, where it doesn't have 
to be labeled as genetic al¬ 
ly modified. Wulf said she 
doesn't expect the pend¬ 
ing lawsuit to affect the 
company'sU.S. plans 
The genetically modified 


salmon are raised in tanks 
and bred to be female and 
sterile, measures designed 
to address any fears that 
they might get into the en¬ 
vironment and breed with 
wild fish. 

But Kimbrell, of the Center 
for Food Safety, said the 
company's own tests have 
shown it's not 100 percent 
certain the fish would be 
sterile, and that concerns 
about it getting in the en¬ 
vironment would grow if 
the company's operations 
were to expand. 

He also noted the disclo¬ 
sure regulation uses the 
term "bioengineered," 
even though most people 
are more familiar with the 
term genetically modified. 
And he pointed out that 
companies can provide 
disclosure through codes 
that have to be scanned. 
Implementation of that 
regulation starts in 2020, 
though people may start 
seeing disclosureson pack¬ 
ages sooner. Compliance 
becomes mandatory in 
2022. 

The genetic modification 
for Aqua Bounty's fish is dif¬ 
ferent from gene-editing 
technology, which lets 
scientists snip out specific 
genes to bring about traits 
without introducing foreign 
DNA. □ 



This Sept 12, 2015, photo provided by J acqueline Sones shows 
a JanolusNudibranch in Bodega Haibor, Calif. 

Associated Press 




Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 

Cain 565-9535 


MASSAGE AMD ESCORT 5CWH1 

lKcnuiifril 

Ptata-up A 


Girls 


Spec ies by the dozen moved 
north during marine heatwaves 


ByJANIEHAR 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Dozens of species of sea 
slugs, jellyfish and other 
marine life from toastier 
southern waters migrated 
into the Northern Califor¬ 
nia region over an unusu¬ 
ally long two-year period of 
severe heatwaves, says a 
new scientific report. 

The 67 species identified in 
the report include a carniv¬ 
orous sea slug that preyson 
other sea slugs and a sea 
snail "butterfly" usually spot¬ 
ted hundredsof milesaway 
off the coast of Mexico. 
The study by the University 
of California, Davis is to be 
published Tuesday in Scien¬ 
tific Reports 

Not all the species stuck 


around, but the abun¬ 
dance of migration pro- 
videsa glimpse ofwhatthe 
Northern California coast 
might look like in the future, 
said Eric Sanford, lead au¬ 
thor and UC Davis profes¬ 
sor. 

"I've been working here for 
14 years and before our 
very eyes we are seeing 
a shift in the local marine 
communities,"he said. 

The 2014-2016 period stud¬ 
ied by researchers began 
in the Gulf of Alaska as a 
persistently warm patch in 
2013 known as the "warm- 
water Blob" that spread 
south. Later, an El Nino 
event along the equator 
moved north, and the two 
factors led to unusually 


warm waters. 

Temperatures in Northern 
California waters, which 
normally range from 50 to 
55 degrees Fahrenheit (10 
to 13Celsius), increased 3.5 
to 7 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Larry Crowder, a professor 
at Stanford University's Hop¬ 
kins Marine Station who is 
not affiliated with the study, 
said the report is impressive 
in documenting how spe¬ 
cies respond to change 
differently and, in some 
cases, dramatically. 

He said the report could 
help studies in fisheries 
management. 

Ofthe 67 spec ies, research¬ 
ers documented 37 had 
set new recordsin traveling 
northO 
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Kesha to headline Dan Reynolds' LGB1Q festival LOVEIDUD 



This combination photo shows musicians Kesha, let); and Dan Reynolds of Imagine Dragons Ke¬ 
sha will headline the LOVELOUD Festival, the LG BIQ+event founded by Reynolds 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kesha 
wants you to bring asmuch 
glitter as possible and sport 
the brightest colors of the 
rainbow when she visits 
Utah in June to headline 
the LOVELOUD Festival, the 
LG BTQ + event founded by 
Imagine Dragons'frontman 
Dan Reynolds. 

And if you're "skeptical or 
don't understand the LG- 
BTQ community," Kesha in¬ 
vites you to attend to help 
change your perception. 
"Please come and let me 
know if you don't have the 
best time ever at this show 
because it's going to be 
such a celebration of love. 

I think it'sgoing to be pretty 
undeniable to be sitting in 
an arena full of love, and 
not feel how beautiful of a 
feeling it is," Kesha said in a 
recent interview with The 
Associated Press. 

Others set to perform J une 
29 at the USANA Amphi¬ 
theatre in West Valley 
City, Utah, include Mar¬ 
tin Garrix, Tegan &amp; 
Sara, Laura Jane Grace, 
Daya, K. Flay, Grouplove, 
PVRIS and Reynolds, who 
isa memberoflhe Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, widely known 
as the Mormon church. 
Reynolds, who has been 
an ally to the LGBTQ com¬ 
munity for years, launched 
LOVELOUD asa safe space 


for LGBTQ + youth to feel 
love and accepted, and 
to have an open dialogue 
about teen suicides in the 
LG BTQ-I-community. 

Last yearis festiva I featured 
Apple CEO Tim Cook and 
raised $1 million dollars for 
organizations like Ihe Trev¬ 
or Project, GLAAD and the 
Human RightsCampaign. It 
has set the same goal this 
year. 

'To have a festival that es¬ 
sentially isa gay rights festi¬ 
val and have people from 


the faith community come 
out (and) people from the 
political realm come out... 
just shows that communi¬ 
ties and people that soci- 
etythinksare on very differ¬ 
ent sides of the page can 
come together," Reynolds 
sa id. "It wa s the fa r left, the 
farright. It was religious and 
non-(religious) all coming 
to the table and saying, 
'What can we do to fix this 
problem?"' 

In his 2018 HBO documen¬ 
tary, "Believer," Reynolds 


showed Latter-day Saint 
leaders that opposition to 
same-sex relationships is 
damaging the self-worth of 
gay, lesbian and transgen¬ 
der kids Reynolds, 31, said 
the festival's goal is to "des- 
tigmatize what it means 
to be LG BTQ especially in 
these orthodox communi¬ 
ties." 

"I think with each passing 
year, we feel like we're 
making headway; just mak¬ 
ing it such a conversation in 
so many homes that it be- 


comesa non-conversation, 
fhat'sthe goal obviously, ul¬ 
timately, so kids don't have 
to come out. Kids don't 
feel like it's this grand, scary 
thing in front of them," he 
added. 

Kesha, 32, said that grow¬ 
ing up in Nashville, Tennes¬ 
see, she had a "hard time 
with religion and what it 
meant in conjunction with 
LGBTQ rights." 

"I think it can be confus¬ 
ing," Kesha said. "I just 
want people to know that 
whichever side you're on 
of the conversation to try 
to approach it delicately 
because there are people 
who just need to feel heard 
and want to feel safe and 
OK. That's a huge part of 
why I want to do this festi¬ 
val. Everyone deserves to 
be who they are, and to be 
proud of who they are." 
Tickets for LOVELOUD, in its 
third year, go on sale Fri¬ 
day. The festival will be live 
streamed on AT&amp;Ts 
social media platforms. 
Anotherreason Kesha isex- 
cited to headline the event 
is to honor gay fans who 
have supported her since 
she became a chart-top- 
ping success in 2010 and 
rallied behind herwhenshe 
alleged she was sexually 
assaulted by her producer 
Dr. Luke, who has denied 
the allegations.^ 


HBO'sdoc 'Leaving Neveiiand 1 becomesa network favorite 



This image released by HBO shows a young Wade Robson shak¬ 
ing hands with pop icon Michael Jackson in 1987, in a scene 
fiom the documentary "Leaving Neveiiand." 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Piess 
NEW YORK (AP) — HBO's 
"Leaving Neveriand" is 
heading up the charts 
The unsparing documen¬ 
tary about Michael Jack- 
son and his alleged sexual 
abuse is already the third 
most-watched documen¬ 
tary of the past decade at 
the prime cable network, 
which takes pride in itsdoc- 
umentary schedule. It's like¬ 
ly to surpass "Bright Ughts," 
the movie about Debbie 
Reynoldsand herdaughter 
Carrie Fisher, which is cur¬ 
rently in second place, the 
network said. 

The first half of the four-hour 
program on Jackson has 
been seen by 3.67 million 
people, the Nielsen com¬ 
pany said. The second half 


stands at 2.45 million. Those 
totals are expected to go 
up as people catch up 
with the program through 
delayed viewing. 

HBO's most-watched doc¬ 
umentary over the past 
decade is 'Going Clear," 
about Scientology. 

CBS won another week 
in prime-time behind the 
soon-to-depart comedy 
'The Big Bang Theory," and 
its prequel, 'Young Shel¬ 
don." 

CBS averaged 5.8 million 
viewers in prime time. ABC 
had 5.3 million viewers, NBC 
had 4.7 million, Fox had 2.5 
million, ION Television had 
1.4 million, Univision had 
1.3 million, Telemundo had 
1.1 million and the CW had 
960,000. 

Fox News Channel was the 


week's most popularcable 
network, averaging 2.26 
million in prime time. MS¬ 
NBC had 1.92 million, HGTV 
had 1.33 million, ESPN had 
1.26 million and USA had 
1.24 million. 

ABC's "World News Tonight" 
topped the evening news¬ 
casts with an average of 
9.3 million viewers NBC's 
"Nightly News" had 8.6 mil¬ 
lion and the 'CBS Evening 
News" had 6.3 million. 
Forthe week of March 4-10, 
the top 10 shows, their net¬ 
works and viewerships: 'The 
Big Bang Theory," CBS, 13 
million; 'Young Sheldon," 
CBS, 11.58 million; 'The 
Voice" (Monday), NBC, 
10.97 million; 'The Voice" 
(Tuesday), NBC, 10.22 mil¬ 
lion; "60 Minutes," CBS, 8.6 
million; "Mom," CBS, 8.3 


million; "Blue Bloods," CBS, 
8.26 million; "American Idol" 
(Wednesday), ABC, 7.828 


million; 'This is Us," NBC, 
7.827 million; "NCIS," CBS, 
7.49 millionO 
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An untamed man and horse connect in The Mustang 1 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 

We don't find out our pro¬ 
tagonist's name for quite 
some time in 'The Mustang 
the feature debut of 
French writer-directorLaure 
de Clermont-Tonnerre. 

All we know at first is what 
we see and what Belgian 
actor Matthias Schoen- 
aerts projects A psycholo¬ 
gist played by Connie Brit¬ 
ton, in a brief but impactful 
role, tries to get a sense of 


his mental state having 
been in and out of solitary 
confinement in a rural Ne¬ 
vada penitentiary a num¬ 
ber of times, but he's not 
interested in playing along, 
or even trying. 

"I'm not good with people," 
growls Schoenaerts as he 
hitsherpanic button to end 
the session. 

Schoenaertsisa command¬ 
ing presence, and usually 
a quite empathetic one in 
films like "Rust and Bone" 
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This image released by Foe us Features shows Matthias Sc hoen- 
aerts in a scene from The Mustang." 

Associated Press 


and "A Bigger Splash," but 
here with a shaved head 
and a rage simmering be¬ 
neath his nearly dead eyes, 
he'sdownrightterrifying. His 
identity, you realize, is that 
of a prisoner. He doesn't 
think about his past, his fu¬ 
ture orhisneeds. He merely 
exists. He even rebuffs the 
young pregnant woman 
(Gideon Adlon) who comes 
to visit. (It's his daughter, 
you discover, but even that 
is left ambiguous for a mo¬ 
ment). 

It's not until he's assigned to 
manure duty as part of the 
correctional center's wild 
horse training program that 
a light even starts to come 
back on, partly because 
the head of the program, 
Myles (Bruce Dem) treats 
the inmateslike human em¬ 
ployees, not criminals. He 
even asks our protagonist 
his name: Roman Coleman. 


"The significance of naming 
will come back in this brief, 
gorgeous film about un¬ 
tamed and forgotten out¬ 
casts. It's probably worth 
mentioning here that the 
themes aren't exactly sub¬ 
tle, but that doesn't make 
them any less effective. 

This is a real program in 
which inmates, many with 
no equine experience, 
tame wild horses for even¬ 
tual adoption and sale to 
the public. 

Roman, of course, takes to 
the craziest horse. Perhaps 
it'sthe first time he'sactually 
felt smaller or less powerful 
than a living creature. And 
with the encouragement of 
a fellow inmate, Henry (the 
always compelling Jason 
Mitchell), he starts the long 
process of "gentling" the 
horse. He'll eventually even 
give it a name — Marquis, 
which he sees in a contra¬ 


band equestrian magazine 
he traded for in the prison, 
but which he pronounces 
"Marcus." 

There'sa sin in hispastthat's 
never even alluded to, of 
course. It'swhy he's in there 
afterall. Doesno one know, 
you wonder? Or perhaps 
it's too horrific for words. It's 
revealed eventually, late in 
the film and not unlike that 
pivotal revelation in "Paris, 
Texas" Even with its unusu- 
a lly restra ined running time, 
'The Mustang" is a power¬ 
ful and emotional journey 
framed by gorgeous sun- 
soaked shots of the stark 
Nevada landscape. I just 
wish there was a little more 
characterdevelopmentfor 
the supporting players, like 
Myles and Henry, and the 
prison's rotten apple Dan 
(Josh Stewart), who feels 
more like a lazy screenwrit¬ 
ing construct than an ac¬ 
tual part of the world we've 
gotten to know. 

But Clermont-Tonnerre has 
established herselfasa film¬ 
maker to watch with 'The 
Mustang," and has also 
made the most compelling 
case yet that Schoenaerts 
can not only handle an 
American accent, but ex¬ 
cel with it too. 

'The Mustang," a Focus 
Features release, is rated R 
by the Motion Picture Asso¬ 
ciation of America for "lan¬ 
guage, some violence and 
drug content." Running 
time: 96 minutes. Three stars 
out of fourO 


Savannah re porter McClain returns in 
'A Beautiful Corpse' 


By OUNE H. COG DILL 
Associated Ftaess 

"A Beautiful Corpse" 
(Minotaur), by Christi 
Daugherty 

Appealing characters and 
an insider's look at ethical 
journalism in the midst of 
newspaper cutbacks lend 
a solid foundation to "A 
Beautiful Corpse," Christi 
Daugherty's second novel 
about Savannah reporter 
HarperMcClain. 

As she did in 'The Echo 
Killing," Daugherty 

continues to delve deep 
into the persona of Harper 
who became a reporter 


because of her interest 
in crime, spurred by her 
mother's murder when she 
was 12. She now uses her 
reporting skills to look into 
her mother's still unsolved 
death. 

Harper had much respect 
for how the police handled 
her mother's murder, and 
her close relationship with 
them gave her an insider's 
view of crime investigation. 
That one-time in with the 
detectives is no more, not 
since Harper exposed a 
cop's crimes. The police 
department has closed 
its blue ranks against her, 


giving her information only 
when mandated. 

Harper could use their 
help as she looks into the 
murder of law student and 
bartender Naomi Scott, 
who was shot in the early 
morning in a populartourist 
area. Naomi was a bright, 
hard-working student who 
was close to her father, 
Jerrod; her mother died 
when she was a child. The 
police soon target Naomi's 
boyfriend, Wilson Shepherd, 
also a law studentwho had 
turned his life around after 
teenage indiscretions. □ 
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Aimed with aflec tion, oc togena ria n isa n 'oc topus whisperer* 


By RODRIQUE NGOWI 
Associated ness 
BOSTON (AP) — Wilson Me- 
nashi palmed a squid in his 
left hand and extended his 
arm into an aquarium tank, 
watching as a giant Pacific 
octopus stretched outarms 
to greet him like a friend. 
Freya latched some of her 
2,240 suction cups onto 
Menashi's arm, using their 
powers of taste and smellto 
gather information around 
the 84-year-old man known 
asthe octopuswhisperer— 
and the seafood treats he 
was bearing. 

"She's just contacting me 
and she's saying, 'You 
come to me,"' Menashi 
said of Freya, a 3-year-old 
predator weighing 35 to 
40 pounds (18 kilograms). 
Her arms span 14 feet (4 
meters) and pack enough 
strength to kill sharks and 
otherenemies 
But this afternoon's gentle 
interaction left no doubt 
that Menashi has a spe¬ 
cial way with the cephalo- 
pod, whose body includes 
a large, sac-like head and 
eight powerful arms 



In this Jan. 3, 2019, photo, 84-year-old Wilson Menashi, of Lexington, Mass., interacts with an oc¬ 
topus at the New Bigland Aquarium, in Boston. 

Associated Piess 


More than 25 years ago, 
Menashi retired after a 
career as a chemical en¬ 
gineer and began volun¬ 
teering atthe New England 
Aquarium in Boston. He's 
spent 7,800 hours — the 


equivalent of about four 
years working full time — 
hanging out with octopus¬ 
es, the a q ua rium sa id. 

"I've been able to interact 
with them from the begin¬ 
ning. I do not know why. I 


cannot explain it, but I can 
connect with them," Me¬ 
nashi said, standing in front 
ofthe Olympic Coast Sanc¬ 
tuary exhibit thatis home to 
Freya and Professor Ludwig 
Von Drake, a youngermale 


giant Pacific octopus living 
in a separate tank. 
Menashi's eyes twinkled 
with mischief as he ac¬ 
knowledged that encoun¬ 
ters with octopus have left 
a markon him. 

"I will come back home 
sometimes with hie keys all 
over my arm and my neck," 
he said. 

So how did he explain them 
to his wife? 

"Not too difficult when you 
have about 10 or 15 marks 
nextto each other,"he said. 
"It did not take too much. 
She also knew where I was, 
anyway." 

Menashi's volunteer work 
has included designing 
puzzle boxesforoctopusas 
well as rubbing their backs 
and wrestling their arms, all 
intended to ensure that the 
highly intelligent animals 
receive the mental stimu¬ 
lation to thrive and stay 
healthy. 

Two decades of working 
with the largest members 
ofthe octopus species has 
notdulled hissense of won¬ 
der at the animal's adapt¬ 
ability and mysterie&Q 


lech and friendship at heart of Broadway's 'Be More Chill 



Ibis image released by Keith Sheiman & Associates shows the cast during a performance ofthe 
musical "Be More Chill," in New Yoik. 

Associated Bess 


By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Bess 
NEW YORK (AP) — Joe Ico- 
nis seems to have all the 
normal influences expect¬ 
ed from a young musical 
theatercomposer. 

The "Be More Chill" song- 
smith cites Stephen Sond¬ 
heim, the songwriting team 
of John Kander and Fred 
Ebb, and William Finn as 
some of his fa vo rites. 

But then there's another 
slightly less predictable 
source that motivates him, 
too. 

"I'm really inspired by 1964 
World's Fair. I just like that 
Wo rid's Fa ir. It wo rks its wa y 
into my work in strange 
ways," the 37-year old Ico- 
nis revealed in a recent in¬ 
terview. 

Fans will instantly feel vibes 
from that long ago expo — 
with its celebration of the 
nascent Space Age and 
the public's first interaction 
with computer equipment 
— in Iconis' high-energy 
musical. 

Based on the 2004 book by 


Ned Vizzini, "Be More Chill" 
tells the story of an awk¬ 
ward teen, played onstage 
by Will Roland, whose life 
transforms when he swal¬ 
lows a tiny computer that 


gives him the confidence 
to break out of his shell. 
Playwright Joe Tracz wrote 
the bookforthe show. 

A youthful wonder was 
evident inside the Lyceum 


Theatre a week before the 
show's Broadway opening 
this past weekend. Befitting 
the World's Fair fascination 
of the show's composer, 
social media played a big 


role in spreading word of 
the musical, which sold out 
off-Broad way. 

Yet beyond its relatable 
themes, catchy tunes, and 
brightly colored staging lies 
something more old-fash¬ 
ioned: The longtime kinship 
between Iconisand one of 
the show's producers, Jen¬ 
nifer Ash ley Te p p e r. 
Tepperand Iconishavecol¬ 
laborated for almost a de¬ 
cade on musicals, concerts 
and other projects, includ¬ 
ing "Love in Hate Nation" 
and "Bloodsong of Love." 
"I've d one J oe's shows in like 
basements and bams and 
we're kind of all taking ev¬ 
erything we've learned to¬ 
gether from all these years 
and putting it together on 
'Be More Chill,"'Teppersaid 
of their co lla bo ration. 
Iconisfeelsthe idea of hav¬ 
ing longtime collaborators 
is something old, made 
new again. 

"It'sfunny when people talk 
about it, because to me, 
it sounds like the most old 
school thing. □ 
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Tourists turn polo players fora day in Argentina 



In this Sep. 27, 2018 photo, Stephane Buton, a polo instructor from Fiance, foreground, takes a 
photo of tourists at La Caiona club, Capilla del Senor, Buenos Aiies province, Argentina. 

Associated Press 


By LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
Associated Press 
CAPILLA DEL SENOR, Ar¬ 
gentina (AP) — Riding a 
polo horse on Argentina's 
Pampas grasslands, Martin 
Folan swings a mallet in a 
wide arc and hits the ball 
with a loud clink, slotting 
it between two posts to 
cheensof 'Goal!" 

Not bad for his first time on 
a horse. 

Polo has traditionally been 
an exclusive, glamorous 
sport reserved for the rich 
elite. But in Argentina, 
home to the world's top 
polo players, tourists can 
ride horses, learn from the 
proshow to hit the high-im- 
pact plastic ball and even 
play a match on a real field 
for less than $200 a day. 

'It was my first time on a 
horse and they're quite 
intimidating honestly for 
a man standing on the 
ground. But it was fabulous 
to be trotting around," Fo¬ 
lan said as he gripped the 
reinsatop his horse. 

"I never thought I would 
have done this at the be¬ 
ginning of the day," the 
Londoneradded. 

Polo is believed to be one 
of the oldest team sports, 
dating as far back as 600 
B.C. in Persia. It then spread 
throughout Asia and later 
reached Britain through 
India. But Argentina, with 
its wide plains and its rich 
culture of horseback riding 
among the Argentine cow¬ 
boys known as gauchos, 
has gone on to dominate 
professional polo globally. 
"Polo is played in the coun¬ 
tryside a lot and in a much 
more informal way," said 
Juan Pablo Alessandrini, 
spokesman for Argentina's 
Polo Association. "Kidsstart 
riding horsesata very early 
age and they get to know 
polo. That's a huge advan¬ 
tage overothercountries" 
There are about 3,000 reg¬ 
istered polo players na¬ 
tionwide, and many more 
informal ones. The Argen¬ 
tine Polo Open Champi¬ 
onship held annually in the 
Palermo neighborhood of 
Buenos Aires usually sells 
out the 14,000 seats at the 
stadium that is revered by 
many playersasthe cathe¬ 
dral of world polo. 

The tourist-oriented Argen¬ 


tina Polo Day is based at 
La Carona Club about an 
hour's drive north of the 
country's capital. Its found¬ 
er, Ruben Jabib, said the 
idea came to him when 
he owned a restaurant just 
blocks from the Palermo 
polo grounds in Buenos 
Aires and he would often 
meet tourists interested in 
the sport. 

He used two outdoor fields 
and built an indoor field 
so tourists with no previous 
experience can play year- 
round under all weather 
conditions. The polo day 
package also includes 


transportation, wine and a 
traditional Argentine bar- 
beque. 

Other clubs offer similar 
polo day services, but for 
the most part, the "sport of 
kings" isoften played by the 
super-wealthy at upscale 
villa sand resorts 
"What we did was to make 
polo informal," J a bib said. 
"Before this, people need¬ 
ed a groom, a horse and 
stables. Here, I provide 
them with everything — 
helmets, boots, horses — 
and they're ready to play." 
On a recent day, French 
polo instructor Stephane 


Buton was teaching a 
group from Britain, Russia, 
Iceland and United States 
how to hit the ball with the 
mallet. Nearby, a group 
of ponies neighed and 
splashed in a pond, cool¬ 
ing offaftera game. 

"Is this different for the Eng¬ 
lish because they drive 
their horses on the left,"J on 
MacLeod, 74, from Seattle, 
Washington, joked, caus¬ 
ing the group to break into 
laughter. 

His brother-in law, Jed 
Hulsey, 62, from Newport 
Beach, California, swung 
the mallet like a pendulum 


with a whoosh. 

"I play golf and I play tennis 
and I like to swing rackets. I 
thinkthisiskind ofsimilarina 
way," Hulsey said. 'Though 
(adding) riding a horse to 
the equation makes it a 
little bit different, more fun." 
The sport is sometimes re¬ 
ferred to as field hockey 
on horseback. But Nacho 
Figueras, the Argentine 
polo star, says it's more 
like playing golf during an 
earthquake. 

During the lesson, Buton ex¬ 
plained that a game usu¬ 
ally consists of six 7-minute 
periodscalled chukkas.The 
tourists took turns ringing a 
bell signaling the end of a 
chukka while they watched 
club players battle it out at 
a breathtaking pace in a 
practice game. 

"It's very strange because 
I always thought that polo 
was for the very rich, the 
aristocrats," said Alina Gor- 
lino from St. Petersburg, 
Russia. "I thought even 
to come to Argentina, it 
would be impossible to see 
polo because you'd have 
to be a memberof a club. 
So forme, it's very pleasant 
to be able to see it, and 
it's another pleasure to be 
able to play." 

During lunch, Jabib, the 
club owner, joked that his 
club isso informa I that while 
British polo clubs might own 
pedigreed Russell terriers, 
he takes pride in a pack of 
friendly mutts who wait be¬ 
neath the table for tourists 
to throw them a bone. 

"If you want to leam polo, 
you have to come to Ar¬ 
gentina. It's much more 
accessible, it's much more 
grass-roots polo," said 
J ames Margetson, 22, from 
London, who came to the 
club on a six-month intern¬ 
ship. He helps take care of 
horses in exchange for polo 
lessons. 

'The problem with polo in 
England is that it can be 
very niche. It can be very 
hard to get into the right 
clubs, and it's very expen¬ 
sive," he said. "In Argentina, 
you can be a cowboy, with 
four, five horses and rock 
up and play a polo game." 
After lunch, the group put 
on knee pads and head 
protection and got ready 
to saddle a honse.Q 



In this Sep. 27,2018 photo, Martin Folanof London hits the ball during a polo practice at la Caiona 
club, Capilla del Senor, Buenos Aires province, Argentina. 

Associated Press 











